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‘po! the trader will not deliver ap the emancipa-
ted slave until he deparis for Batavia ; and if it
shoukd be asked why ? The reason is that he will
not expose his prison ta be betrayed. He is
afraid lest the whale country should know what
numbess of srolen people he keeps shut wp withe
in that dreadful placc, lest his many execrable
actions .and horrid villasies, long concealed in
the dark, should become public, and a general
ery of vengeance should be raised against his
guilty head. The son is therefore only exhibited
to the aflicted father who sees him in a pidful
condition chained with fetters; and it is frequente
ly then that. the ransom is first ageeed on.  Sure-
ly the grief with- which a father’s heart is piesced
at such a sight, and the alternate change; and ra«
pid succession of emetions of despair, grief, hape
and anxiety, which rend his tortured heart, placed
in oppasition ta the ¢old blooded indifference for
every thing but his awn interest, with which 2 coe
vetous puschaser knows how to take advantage of
the poor man’sdistzess, and to the obsinacy, with
wliich he persists in his inhuman demand of each
Rix Dollar, of each stiver, nay almost of cach
Renny, every circumstance, in one word, of the
shocking contrast can be mare easily conceived
than described. We trust that we have said
enough to shew the abomination of practices,
which cannot fail to have a very prejudicial effecs

on the minds of the natives againt whitée men.
- But it will be said, the laws and the orders must
speak in favor of the oppressed.  We have in this
respect shown abave, how Govesnment endeaw
voured, from time to time, to provide against
these abma. Yhat is the case, however §# When
Bs - gelfishnesy
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selfishness prevails, law, reason, rights, humanity,
in one word, all that-is sacred must too often
submit. Various circumstances, which time and
local situation have 'produced, combine to thag
fauwal effect; so that in spite of ‘the most salutary
statutes published againsi it, the evil cannot be
successfully prevenied.” Experience has taught
s that the mpst rigorous orders which Govern=
ment could devise, were insufficient, to make a
complet¢ provision against the cupidity of slave
traders, ] I

'* The unfortunate men, whose sufferings we have
hastily delineated, are not always stolen by foreign
natives at distanc places. That horrid species of
tobbery is very often committed near the ‘housed
of our own subjects, in our camps, or villages,
within our own town.- A numerous gang of villains,
known by the nime of Bonds¢men, . with some
of whom evéry slave-trader is careful to provide
himselfaccording to his means, are the most useful
instruments to procure slavesin the casiest and
cheapest way. Being intructed in all the artd
of villany ‘they rove about by troops in the night,
end dt unseagonable hours, in order to seize their
prey, which, if they sncceed, they immediately
carry (o their employer, or to any slave dealers
Nothing more of it is usually heard, than that such
& mair has fost his slave, or that such & native is
tnissing. The stolen man, woman or child is
already chained, and shut up within the prison
of some slave-trader, which is never visited. The
slaves, when shipped for transportation, are al-
ways carried on board at night. 1f the stolen
person be either a free-born man, or a slave of
apy of the inhabitants of this- place, he dares not
UL - K makg
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make himself known, as long as he'is in the hands
of the robbers ; for in'that case, they would kill
him immediately, even were it Before the door
of the purchaser who wished to buy him; and the
fnurderers after this have no difficulty to get out
of the way, beyond the reach of justice. ’

" Those, who are trained to' this business, whas
ther Bonds-men, or slaves, (for even among this
latter class of people thieves of men are often:
found) must be armed with all sorts of cunning
and artificé to attain their aim: for, except a few
instanges in which they are unexpectedly favored
bv thance, it generally takes them a considerable
gime before they succeed in catching any one, on
whom they have once cast their eyes, because the
unfortunate object of their desire is too much on
his guard, particularly, when he himself frequents
the same calling, and because they cannot seiz@
hini without some precaution, as he would céers
tainly kill them if he could, or sacrifice his owny
life in defence of his liberty. For along time
therefare they lay in wait for him, endeavouring
through a second, or third hand, to become ac-
Guainted with him, in order to gain hiseonfidence;
and then; we will not say, to ¢onduct orallure
him into the house of the slave-trader, although
cven this does gometimes happen, but to lead him
t0 a reinote spat, or merely to a certain distance
from his house, when immediately he finds hime
self attacked by two or three miscreants in league
with his pretended friends, and before he has time
to put himself into a posture ‘of defence, or to
fake'hold of his criss, it is already taken from him,
After his hands have been tied behind his back,
¢rying for hielp would be of the most fata} conses
I quence
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quence to, him ; thus he bas nothing else to'do,
but te remain quiet, and to suffer himself to be
sold as a slave by his robbers, who know alteady
wherg they are to cagry bim,.

. For such pofarious practices becoming so little
public. and. thisves bging so scldom discover-
ed, differgar reasons may be given, the prine
gipal of which are the profound scerecy of
the prisows ;. the ¢landestine manner in which the
sJaves far sale 319 carrigd on board in the dark of
1be night; the vicious mode of making apd cen-
$roing the puschase ; the facility with whigh the
shieves ase able to get away, whea they have any
fear 10 ve discovered ; the difficulty of making a
satistaciory inquiry. about a crime, of which but a
few of the perpstratars and their accomplices
are genosally within the reach of justice, whilst
the siolen person is still more seldom present 3
the almest-total imgposibility, that offenders of this
sort should be caught in the very act, o as to fall
ipso tho hands.of the law ; and finally the secret
protection, which some native petty princes, living
on pluader, afford o their. subjects. Al thesg,
and many. other reasons combine to make the
practice of kidnapping go on almost undisiurbed,
and generally unpunished.

A rich citizen, who has a sufficient numbero
those tools called Bonds-men, cacries on his
trade much easier than a poor one does. Tha
Ja ter is ofien obliged to go himself to the Boua
gheese camp, or clsewhere, to take 3 view of tne
.asolen prey, and to carry it hame; whilst the for
mer quictly smokes his pipe, being. surc. that his
thieves will in every corner find out for bim sufe
ficient gamc, withaut apy trouble to himsclf, gjhfq_
. ~ . thief,
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thief, the seller, the interpreter, all are ready fot
his service, becaus® they are all paid by him. Td
some cases, the purchaser unites himself wich the
seller for the purpose of deceiving the interpre-
ter ; whilst in other cases, the interpreter agrees
with the thiéf and pretended seller, to put hz
stolen person into the ‘hands of thie purchaser.
There wants on the side of fair dealing the neces-
sary precaution, and the requisite scrutiny ; and
on'the opposite side the profound secrecy of the
prisons, and the strict care in shipping the slaves,
correspond with thelicenciousness with which the
‘transfers arée fabricated. :

A distinction ought howéver to be made be-
tween such illegal, and criminal practices, and a
more moderate (rade 'in slaves, many of whom,
it is true, are‘stolén, but hot in our vicinity, nor
in the districts 6f the Conipany; thie other part
dre such persons as, accordiug to ‘the particular
Jaws and custom of the natives 6f Celebes, have
in some way or other forfeited their 'liberty,
either in war, or for some misdéméanours, or on
account of debts, Theseslaves indeed are high-
erin price, and the ‘pdichaser canhot make so
great profits upon them ; but they may appear in
broad day-light; an interpreter ‘ay with se.
“cutity answer for them ; 'such slaves ‘cin-also be
shipped very quietly in the day time; the hottid
circumstance of murder “abeuting ‘théft -is'not so
much to be feared, and our towa ks to'appree
hend considerable kess dahger from that descripe
tion of s'aves than fromthe one mentioned befores

It otder wo.putt this trade on a tolerablefooting,
s0 thatall abuses may be effectually remedied, the
Undersigned Committee are of opinion,under cor-

rection
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rection of a wiser judgeément, that the orders ali
yeady enacted and above ¢ited ought to be mdin-
tained with all possible vigotr, and that the seve-
tal interpreters ought, if possible, to be kept
strictly ta theif duty ; that furthier a_constant ate
tention should be paid to the good order and iran-
quility of oyt town and to those people called
Bonds-men, or hirelings, who by all possib'e
means ought to be prevented from dwelling with.
in the houses and carhpongs of oyr inhabitants ;
@nd permitted only to reside either in the Cam-
pong Baro or eclsewhere; and finally, that thé
purchaser of a stolen man, or woman should, on
~ their being claimed, be obliged immediately to
deliver them up, without cost and damage to the
innocent person, the purchaser having then no in-
demnification fo demand but from the interpreter ;
and also that every one, without exception, should
be obliged to carry his sfaves for sale on board
his vessel in broad day-light. All these being
punctually observed would havé a most salutary
dffect; and for the better establishment of the ne-
Cessary méasures, it would notin our opinion be
jnexpedient fo suspend, if but for-one year, the
éxportation of slaves.

The Undeisigned Committee flatter themselves
that, as far as possible, they have given satisfaction
fn' the performance of their duty, and subscribe
themselves with profound submission

(Sigaed) A. J. VAN SCHINNE,
fi.(tqu

S. MONSIEUR,
Licence Master.,

Additional
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Additional Report by the Translator '

Containing facts and circumstances not mentioned i the ﬁrsf&

-BEiNG one day busy at Maccassar in search.

ing through the mass of voluminous half decayed
records, my eyes fell on a small wninjured maf-
nuscript, which, when J looked inté it, I found
to contain the preceding Report on the slavezuade
of that settlement, drawn up by a Commiutee 8f
two Members of the Council of Police at that
time, pursuant to an order from the Government

. of Batavia, received in 1798. 1 took the manue

script with me to my house, merely to read it

. After perusal I thought that the knowledge of
- its contents might be conducive to the good of
. the human race, but that the Commiittee, whether

they had been afraid of saying too much upon

. the subject, or that from prejudice, or selfinterést

they did not wish for the entire abolition of the

. abominable traffick in human.flesh, had purposely

limited their remarks to the ordinary causes'of
the cvils attending this trade, and to the mander

. of conducting it, and had avoided stating any

facts and shewing too pointedly the horrible

. consequences, which at different times have oce

curred. As ! have been myself not only an éye
witness of several of them, but slso occasionally
a loser by the occurrence, I wasinduced to take
a rough translation of that compendious work,
and to enlarge it by a narrative of facts, which iny
own experience had made me acquainted with,
during a former residemce of seven years, as a
Dutch Ofticer, at that place.

.. That the horrors of the traffic in men at Mac<

» Gassar had riscn to the highest pitch with impuni

C ty
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ty in every respect, even as to its mode of tran=
saction, and that the Superiors, o less than the
‘persons appointed ‘By them for the “restrittidn of
s abuses, and of the evils they were sure to pro-
duce, more or less connived at them, “adcording
o cnrcumsranccs, or fo thie condition of the per-
‘sons conicerned, is evident to me from what I have
‘seen, and’ cxpcnenccd “and will appear'so to every
‘body else’ by the following patticulats.
~ As'an’instance that ' the " natives 'at_Maccassar
dnap even half-&dst Christians, T
‘Kat happened in !790, not lorig
there, to an Asiboireese School-
to thie Orphan institution, *under
n of 'Malay-masrer, “whose duty
ng, at 'y o'clotk, (0 'go to thé
~<nure . nuoe’Forr, there to vead some prayers
by way’ ofcvcmhg vespers, at which however mo
" other copgregition aopears, than - ane Corporal,
“and tén or twelve Soldiers off “duty, who by turn
‘are obliged to attend. That man, having in'one
‘dark evening ‘performed his usual service, wason
ins way homcwards, when, between the Fort and
| the town, hé was swopt by two Native Ruffians,
who, ‘notwithistanding his assuting theth that-he
, was a Chnsmn and ‘the Malay-master, immedia
a:ely stript him of his clothes, pinioned him, and
" throwing about him an old “piece of cloth, used
by the ﬁauvcs and called” Saroong, Carncd him
st(alght to a slave-trader of the name of Gees-
dorp. It bemg alfeady ‘late,” Geesdorp; ~without
l@o{lng at him, caused ‘the poor stolen Ambois
neese to be conducted to the prison, or- black-
hause, and told the Ruffians to ‘coine back in
" the morning, for'the terms of the purchaie to be
“sculed
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settled, and the transfer to be made. When the
Kidnappers had quitted the house, the poor Mas
lay-master immediasely made himself known to;
those who guarded the prison; for he had not.
dared to do so in the face of the roobers, as they.
would immediately have killed bim on the spot,,

even in the sight of Geesdorp, who would have.
been obliged ta allow them to escape, far fear af
being himself murdered, either by them, or if they:
had been apprehended and brought to punish-
ment, by their agccomplices, theig friends, or their
relations. Assoon as . the people saw that the
supposed new slave was in- reality the Malay~
master, they carried him before Geesdosp, who,
on looking him into the face, knew bim di~
rectly. Geesdorp kept the poor man .within
bis house for the night. Very early:inabe forn.
ing, before the .Robbers could make their ape
pearance, -he repaired with him to the Gavernory,
who from the mowh of the Malay«master  hism~
seif heard all the. pamculars of the treatment,
which the unfortunate victim had seceived, " The
Governer upon this-desired Geesdorp o say mo«
thing about the affair to the Ruffians, who had
kldnappcd the | Malaydnasxcr, and 40. pay theos,
their prige, without requiriag from. them a trans«
fer, he taking wpon him to. refupd the moneyy
Hadthe Governor, instead of that, ordered Geese
dorp. positively to require the sransfer, and foe
that -purpose to bring them to the’ S:c:etaryp
Office in'the Fort, he then, by confronting them
vith the Malay master, would have had‘ 20 ope.
portunity to cowfine them in the jatl of the Fortg
and, to prevent further consequences, he imighg

havc secretdy scns theqn 1o, Batavia, -wheie thew

Cx wouldt
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would have received a due punishment, without
- their friends, or relations knowing what had hapa
pened to them. Such examples repeated on
similar occasions, would certainly have deterred
the race of miscreants from stealing people.
Kidnappers might otherwise have been originally
checked in their ahominable profession, had those
only, whose care it was to guard against their nes
farious practices, not copnived at them in the
rmaking out of transfers for slaves puirchased. If
the desire for fees had not prevailed over the
honesty of the Secretaries, who were not to make
eut a transfer for any person sold as a slave, with-
qut first examining all partics concerned, namely,
the seller, the purchaser, and above all the sup-
posed Slave, the unfortunate subject of the trans.
fer; if, on finding this last to have been stolen,
they had detained the seller, and dclivered him
ipto the hands of Justice, for the infliction of ihe
punishment due to his crime; if the purchaser
himself, on discovery that he knew of the theft
and that he had connived at it, had been like-
wise made legally to suffer for his villany, there
gannot be the least doubt but the praciice of
kidnapping ecither free people, or real Slaves, and
the illegal purchase of them, would gradually
Jbave ceased, or at least become not so common,
But it was quite otherwise. The Secretaries,
whose monthly income chicfly depended on the
quantity of Slave-transfers, were not so disinter-
gsted a3 to deprive themselves of a couple of
pundred rixdollars, by being honest, and doing
heir duty, The same observation applies to the
;‘iscal, or Magistrate whose duty it was, on being
: ?yplicd ta for a licence to put a acw bought Slave
» i ’ : 4Q
ht_.\._..
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inirons, first to sec the person, and examine him;,
as well as the transfer made of him. If he found
the person to be a legal slave and as such liable
to be carried abroad for sale, he was then 1o grant
the licence, ard receive his fee, but not othera
wise. Self interest, however, prevailed also in thag
quarter, and the miserable stolen people became
the victims of official cupidity. From all this
1 is easy to be seen, that all the public men em«
ploved in checking the abominable abuse bad &
shaire in it, and that none of all the restrictive
and salutary orders, successively passed against ic
were ever in good carnest put into ferce, In.
this manner the affair of the Malay.-master was
hushed up. The thieves received their money,
and when afterwards they learned, that their stol-
en victim was reallv the Amboineese, or Malaye
master, they laughed at the joke.

. Of the readiness of the kidnappers to murder
their stolen victims if they cannot dispose of
them, 1 have been a personal witness, having once
fortunately had an opportunity of saving the life
of a poor man by purchasing him. It was in
1792. On a Sunuay evening, between 5 and
6 o’Clock, I had tsken a walk through the Bouga
heese town, and on my return home, between
the Town-wall, and the Company’s Gaiden, I
passed by an obsure lane leading into some june
gle, where 1 perceived two natives dragging a
third along with them, 1 was immediately struck
with an jdea of their criminal intention. Having
two stout Boys with me, and being myselfarmed
with a sword-stick, I had nothing to fear from
them. So I followed them with quick steps, and
soming up 1o them, I asked what they meant 1o

v o do
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do in this jungle #? The two Ruflans without the'
least hesitation told me, that, not being able to.
scll their Slave, they were tired of carrying him’
about, and they woald therefore give him his li-
berty, the wusual ecpression of such villaing
Wwhen they put to death a stolen person they
¢ould not dispose of. The stolen man was be-
tween twenty nine and thirty years of age, but
Yooked much older, On seeing me he fell on hig
knees and conjured me to buy him. [took pitv
on ‘the poor man, ‘and asking the kidnappers
how much they wanted for him, they said thit
#ny money woald be more acceptable to them,
than giving him his liberty for nothing, and that
Af I would give them eight Spanish Rixdollars,
sixteen rupees, I should have him; I closed ths
bargain with them, and ordering my Boys to.
Joosen the cords he was tied with, 1 toek him
Nome with me, accompanied by the two kidnap-
pers. Having paid them their money, and intend<
ing to give the poor feillow his liberty, { told the
thieves, I did noc want them to make out atrans-
fer, and desired them 1o be gone. When. they
had quitted my house, the. poor man- full of joy
at having escaped being murdered by the Ruf-
fians, fell again at-mv feet and offered e his wara
mest thanks. I desired him to rise,-and question.
ed him what couutrrvman-he was, and whence he
eame? Hc told me that he was a Boughee dwel-
Jing at Bontualac, in the vicinity of the Town 3
zhat having some time ago sold two Buffaleesan
credit to a relation of his at- Maros, he had lately.
gone to Maros to demand the money due to hin,
amouniing to fourteen Spanish Rixdollars, twenty.
gight rapees; that haviag received the sum l\z
. hag
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had but two days before left Maros, when on the
Yoad he was stopt by the two Villains, who im4
mediately seized him, took away his spear and
criss, pinioned and robbed him of all his money
and clothes, after which one of them would have
kitled him on thespot, but the other prevented
it, saying¢ ** Why will you'kill'him ? heis not
“ so very old, and still good enough for a com-
% pany’s Slave at Batavia ; So, we may as well
‘¢ sell him at any rate, it isbetter than to kill him
"* for nothing;” that having then thrown one of
their old clothes over him, they had dragged
‘him to Maccassar for sale, bat none of the Slave.
traders wishing to buy him, probably becanse
they thought himtoo old, the ruffians had carried
"him to the place, where | had:found him, with
intent to murder him for fear of being detected, as
he had imprudently given them a hint of his being
“an inhabitant of Bontualac. On the following
“worning, he told me that, if I would give him his .
liberty, he would not only repay me my money,
but would in gratitude, as long as he lived, attach
" himselftome. My answer was that, at the moment
] rescued him from death, it had been my intena
tion to liberate him ; that now, hc was at liberty
" to go where he pleased; and that, if he wasen
honest man, he would not forget paying me when -
" he should have itin his power to do so. He
" went, and took with him the two Boys, who on
* the preceding evening had attended me. In a.
" bout three hours, he returned with his wife, chil-
* dren, and relations, laden with presents of -all
kinds such as the country affords. They thanked
* me with the warmest expressions thev were able to

_ find, for the dear life 1 had saved, and having paid
' me
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me my money, they once more blessed me, and
yewurned to their homes. T afierwards received
many litle services from that grateful family,
With regard to the horrible consequences, ats
tending the traffic in stolen people when these
:break loose, I will relate two ijstances which
happened during the period of my former resid-
;ence at Maccassar. The issue of one of them
proved most terrible, both to the purchaser, and e
*the victims who had made their escape. The
_other, by a timely discovery, was of no worse
consequence to the trader, than the loss of his
.money ; but all the poor wretches, who tried to
regain their freedom, lost their lives in the ai-
tempt. ln 1794, a naval officer, Licutenant in
. the Company’s service, named De Roi, being sta-
tioned at Maccassar and in command of a small
cruising vessel, was ordered to sail to Batavia
with dispatehes for the Supreme Government.
, This uufortunate man, having not long before
married a young lady with some littlé money,
thought his present voyage a fit opportunity 1o
. increase the sum by purchasing slaves, whom he -
would sell for a good price at Batavia. He bought
accordingly nine or ten very fine stout young
. men; but, intending to make the best of his mo-
ney, every aone of the slaves he picked up was
what they call warm stolen, and he got them in
consequence as cheap as he wished. Being ready,
to sail, he put those slaves on board of his vessel
slightly secured, thinking that his small crew,
_consisting of a tew Kuropeans and some ]ava-
neese sailors, would be sufficient to guard them,
and left the harbour. When he came off the
1slands, called the Brothers, the Slaves thus slighte
1y secured, obseiving the sinalluess of the ciew,

half



SLAVE TRADE AT MACCASSAR. 25

half of whom only kept watch thought this a fair
opportunity, to"rid themselves of their fetters
and of their master. Accordingly in the middle of
the night, all being perfectly quiet on board, they
rose all at once, each of them provided witha
strong piece of fire wood, and rushed upon deck
with their usual yells on such occasions, The
unhappy officer, being in this manner roused
from bhis sleep, became panick.struck, leaped
over board, and drowned himself. Some of thé
few Europcans followed the example of their un=
fortunate commander, and losc also their livesin
the watery deep. The rest in their consterna=
tion wete all 10 a man cut off. The mutineers
.navigated the vessel northwards, behind the Bro-
thers, to the shore of Mandhar, and, having
plundered the vessel, set it a drift, landed and
dispersed. As soon as this horrible deed became
known, and it was as ascertained that the per-
petrators were on the Island, the Governor of
Maccassar applied to the king of Bone; and put-
ting a high price on their heads, requested that
Prince to send in search of them, and, if found, to
deliver them over to the Company, in order that
they might receive a condign punishment for the
atrocious crime they had committed. The King
of Bone, after a long search, at length got four
‘of them, and sent therh to Maccassar, where,
after being delivered into the hands of the Court
‘of justice, their condemnation was that they
should first be brought to the ordinary place of
execution; there to be laid upen the rack, pinch-
ed with red-hot pincers, to have their limbs brok-
en alive, and to remain so till dead; and then
that they should be dragged by their legs to the

b sCa=
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sea-shore, and thence carried over to the Gal.
lows Island, there to be hung up for the food of
the birds of heaven. This .sentence was, in the
morning at € o’clock, executed in all its horrors,
The first, who underwent the terrible punishment,
was a lad. of about fifteen or sixteen years of
age; he died immediately under the hand of the
executioner. Two of the remaining three died
some while aftér ; but the fourth, who had been
the ring-leader, was at 12 o’clockstill alive ; and the
executioper, to make an end of this horrid spec
tacle, took the cord by which the sufferer’s neck
was tied to the rack, and strangled him. Then
the remaining part of the sentence was executed
on the whole of them, .
The other instance happened on the first of
January 1795, at the house. of a slave-trader,
called Alexander Degiso. It being new year’s
day, Desiso and his wife, according to custom,
had been dining out with their. father ; and the
people in their own house availing themselves of
the occasion, and partaking the festivities of the
day, rambled about and neglected to watch their
prisoners, who, perceivjng that, thought ita good
opportunity to break laose, and.to liberate them-
selves by flight. In the mean-while, Desiso and
his wife came home, the first being rather heavy
from the liquor at his father’s .table, Overheated,
as he was, he left his wife to enjoy her after-
noan’s nap in the bed-room, apd laid himself
--down .on a cauch in the hall, where he. fell asleep.
Not long after, betwgen g and. 4 a'clock, cigh-
teen or twenty of the confined. slaves secing no
;Jcnple_movjng? and the gate open, broke loose,
and silently escaped through the gate. leading, to-
o wards

- e
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wards the plain opposite to the Fort. Unfortu-
nately for them, one of Desiso’s men met them at
a short distance from the house. He ran direct-
lv home, and roused his master, who immediate-
ly summoned all the people he could find at hand,
secured the remaining slaves by a proper guard,
ani with some armed men pursued the fugitives,
Some dragoons and soldiers, who caught the
alarm of amock (murder,) wichout further enquiry,
gave him their assistance, and the flying wretches
were overtaken, and partly shot and partly cut
downin the most horrible manner, so that not one
single man of them remained alive. Thus ended
this affair, which, had the futigives known that
their keeper was laying so near on their passage;
would mast undoubtedly have begun with thé
murder of him, b-fore they quitted the house,
. That the house-slaves assist in Kidnapping
their own comirades, out of the house of the come
mon master, I can assert from my own expetience,
and from what happened to myselfin 1795. I had
a family of slaves in my house, consisting of the
father, mother, and two grown daughters, the el«
dest of whom had three children, This family
my wife’smother had given us on the day of out
marriage. Among the other male-slaves in thé
house there was one of my own, a very good ‘in-
deed and active boy. Aslfound him both faithe
ful and intelligent, I always distinguished him
from the other servants, which, particularly to the
family I bave described, caused great jealousy,
and gave rise to perpetual bickerings between
them. One day my wife, on a pariicular occasi«
on, sent this boy with the eldest daughter of the
above family to the bazar. My wife having for
D2 : some
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some hours waited in vain for their return, be-
came anxious about them ; and fearing they were
Jost informed me of her apprehension: I immedi-
ately sent some people in quest of them, but the
people returned, without having been able to trace
gither the girl,or the boy. Night came and nei-
ther of them appeared, [n fact, they were lost,
and we never heard any thing of them, till 1812,
when my wife, following me to Maccassar, stopt
at Samarang, where one day she was surprised
to behold the very girl laying at her feet, implor-
ing her pardon for having kidnapped Amsterdam,
(such was the name of the boy) and carried him
to the Bougheese town to a Boughee, who was to
sell him, and to divide with her the produce of
the sale. But the Boughee had been more cun-
ning than herself ; he had kept her into the bar-
gain, and sold her together with the boy toa
Malay slave-trader from Java, who carried them
with others to Samarang for sale. The boy had died
since, and she being now old, her master, a
Dutch gentleman, of the name of Van der Burgh,
had given her liberty to shift for herself. She
begged my wife to take her to Maccassar; but
she had behaved so very ill, that her request could’
pot be prudently complied with.

In the report of the Dutch Committee mention
fs made of Bonds-men ; what sort of persons they
are I think it necessarv to explain, That name
is given to Natives, who for a certain sum pawn
either themselves, their wives. children, brothers,
sisters, or other relatives. The sum, fora single
person, never exceeds twenty-five, or thirty Spa-
pish Rix Dollars, The rate is in proportion to

the
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the price which the person pawned may fetch by
beipg sold, in case the debt when due should not
be dlscharoed

" These poor pcop!c some times are horribly situ<
ated. Ifthey are young, and bound for labour with-
in the house of the pawn broker, they are obliged,
not only to work more than the slaves with whom
they are associated, but every article, which they
cither spoil, break or lose, is put to the account
of their debt ; and it very often happens, that a
person being pawned. for ten Spanish Rix Dol-
lars, the debt in the course of one year increases
to twenty, or twenty five, When such aperson
gets sick, he who pawned him is obliged immedi-
ately, either to pay the debt, or to supply in his
room another person of the same description. If
the person pawned, whether man or woman,
proves unable to defray by daily Jabour, not only
the interest of the money for which he, orshe is
pawned, but also the cost of the food hc or she
receives, andif the debc then is not dxscharged in
a certain space of time provided for such a case
in the deed of pawn, that person is carried to the
Chief interpreter, before the Native Court express-
ly appointed to take cognizance of and to adjust
all differences of that kind. Of that Court, the Go-
vernor is properly the President, though he never
sits himself atit.  The Chief interpreter, who acts
in the Governor’s name, lays afterwards all such
cases and proceedings upon them, with the opinion
of the Court in writing before him, whi¢h he
either approves, or disapproves, according to the
explananon which the Chief interpreter pleases
1o give him. Bcforc that Court, the person

pawned
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pawned is brought, and a secret fee of five or teri
Rix Dollars, according to circumstances, added
to the ordinary fees of the procedure, will always
influence the Chief interpreter to cause the Na-
tive Members of the Court, who fear him more
than the Governor, to pronounce such person a
Iegal slave, as not being able to pay his debt.
The pawn-broker in consequence receives a deed
from the Native Courr, signed by the Chief in-
terpreter, and by the Malay Secretary, instituting
him lawful master of such a person, and declaring
that person to be his legal slave,

It sometimes happens, however, that such
Bonds-men will stand up against their oppressor.
Of this an instance occurred in 1796, with threé
Javancese bound to a Dutch Junior Merchant of
the name of Vermeulen. This gentleman had,
not very long before, arrived from Samarang,
whence he had brought with him the three pawn-
ed men, who, being shoe-makers, were employed
by him to make shoes for the Maccassar inhabi-
tants. He had come furnished with a great quan-
tity of leather, and as he gave to his three work-
men only food, cloathing, and a few doiis for bee-
tel per week, he could sell cheaper than any other
shoe-maker inthe place, and had of course con-
siderable demands; so that the three pawned
journey-men were obliged to work all day and
night almost to satisfy the customers of their mas«
ter, as well as his own insatiable avarice. Thi-
hard labour daily accompanied by a good flogs
g'ng, and bad food, could no longer be endured
by them. One day then that Mr. Vermeulen
was dining out at the Governor’s, they formed the
plan of throwing off the yoke of bondage by flight,

but
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but not before they had taken ample revenge up.
on their master’s wife. Fortunately Mrs.. Vers
meulen, who had gone up stairs into. her bed-
room, to take her afternoon’s nap, had not fcrgot
to secure, as usual, the door inside. She had not
been long on her bed, when the unhappy despe-
radoes, with their shoe-knives in hand, came to
the door of theroom, in which she was laying.
Mrs. Vermeulen, on hearing the noise made to
force the door, had no doubt but that it was an
amock of the three Bonds-men produced by the
ill treatment they had received from her husband.
She jumped out of bed, and opening the window
on the street, she gave the alarm to the people
below, and to the passengers in the street, who
immediately ran to the Government house, close
by, and gave notice of what was going on. The
unfortunate desperadoes seeing they could not
succeed in forcing the door, and in avenging their
wrongs upon Mrs. Vermeulen, had as soon as the
alarm was given, retreated, and climbed to the
roof of the house, with an intention, as it was
supposed, to keep their station there with their
knives in their hands till the night, when they
could steal away from roof to roof to a place of
shelter, and having escaped the search of their
master go back to Java. But Fate had decreed it
otherwise ! The body-guard of the Governor
were ordered to load their muskets and to shoot
them down, They did so, and in less than three
minutes, the miserable victims fell from th- roof
of the house, and lay on the ground, weltering in
their blood. They died almost instantly, The
executioner was sent for and dragged them by a
rope tied to their fect along the road to the sea.

side,
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sidc; whence he carried them over to the Gallows
island, and hung them up by their legs. '

I could relate several more instances of the
same kind, were I not afraid of disgusting the pub-
lic with such horrible stories. I trust I have said
enough Lo convince my readers of the atrocity of
the traffic in human-flesh, not only iu itself, buat
still more in the abominable consequences which
attend it.

I must own however, that, had the salutary
orders successively given by the Court of
Directors, for the management of the affairs of
the Dutch East India Company, to the Supreme
Government at Batavia, been faithfully put inte
execution ; had the purchase and sale of slaves,
according to those orders, been limited to such
persons only, as were really born in slavery ; and
had the avarice of the traders been properly res«
tricted to the purchase of slaves proved to be so
by a strict and impartial examination, the horrors
of the trade could never have risen tosucha
height, that at length it became the source of inexe
pressible misery to numberless innocent people,
and at the same time depopulated the country of
almost half of its inhabitants, as, to my know-
ledge, there were annually carried off from the
Island, to Java and to the other Eastern sctde-
ments, no less than four thousand persons, a just
cause of the blame which on that aecount the
Dutch drew upon themselves from the other Na-
tions of Europe. A well regulated trade would
on the contiary have 'been of great utility and
convenience to the inhabitants of Java, and of
other places, but more particularly of Maccassar,
where the Natives have an insurmountable aver-

sion
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sion to.serve Europeans. But how could any
regulation stand, when the public officers, whose
dury it was to attend to the strict performance of
the orders issued for the prevention of all abuses,
were, by the temptation of presents and of fees,
prevailed upon to connive at every not only se-
. cret, but even public transgression of those use=
ful and wholesome orders?

Trusting that my readers will, in favor of the
motive, pardon the weakness of my efforts in
serving the Cause of Humanity by a faithful,
though imperfect, exposure of the outrages it
suffered from the combined avarice of the slave
traders and of their official accomplices, I beg
leave to recommend this little work to the kind
considerdtion of a generous and enligtened come
munity.

THE TRANSLATOR,

END OF 7OL. 111,






ERRATUM)

i’agc 24, line 28—For warm stolen, read warns,
meaning stolen.






