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CHAPTER 1. PERSPECTIVES 

1.1 Agenda of t h e T h e s i s 

T h i s t h e s i s r e p o r t s t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s c a r r i e d out by t h e 
South S u l a w e s i P r e h i s t o r i c a l and H i s t o r i c a l A r c h a e o l o g y 
P r o j e c t (SSPHAP) on t h e o l d Makassar kingdoms o f Gowa and 
T a l l o k . From t h e mid-16th c e n t u r y AD, u n t i l t h e l a t e 17th 
c e n t u r y , Gowa and T a l l o k l a y a t t h e f u l c r u m o f what was, a t 
i t s peak, t h e l a r g e s t i n d i g e n o u s empire e v e r b a s e d i n t h e 
e a s t e r n a r c h i p e l a g o . The e m p i r e ' s r i s e and e c l i p s e were 
t u r n i n g p o i n t s not o n l y i n t h e wedded h i s t o r y o f t h e B u g i s 
and t h e Makassar, two o f t h e a r c h i p e l a g o ' s most important 
e t h n i c g r o u p s , but a l s o i n t h e l o n g - t e r m e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
N e t h e r l a n d s I n d i a ( t o d a y ' s I n d o n e s i a ) . The s t o r y i s f u r t h e r 
of major h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l i n t e r e s t a s a " c o n t a c t h i s t o r y " 
where t h e i n d i g e n o u s v o i c e s p e a k s no l e s s e l o q u e n t l y t h a n t h e 
f o r e i g n v o i c e . E v e n more s i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h e e m p i r e ' s h i s t o r y 
i s a c a s e s t u d y of t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s t o t h e A u s t r o n e s i a n 
c u l t u r a l m a t r i x w h i c h accompanied t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 
I n d o n e s i a ' s i n d i g e n o u s s t a t e s . 

I t i s e a s i e r t o r e c o g n i s e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s 
p r o f o u n d l y complex o r g a n i s a t i o n t h a n t o know what t o c a l l i t . 
The Makassar s c r i b e s and Dutch r e c o r d s o f t h e day u s e d t h e 
same term, Gowa, b o t h f o r t h e h i g h e s t s t a t u s l i n e a g e w i t h i n 
t h e empire, and f o r t h e empire a s a c o l l e c t i v e body. The 
t r a d i t i o n i s f o l l o w e d by many h i s t o r i a n s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h n a r r a t i n g e v e n t s ( e . g . Andaya, 1981; P a t u n r u , 
1983; Sagimun, 1986) and d e s c r i b i n g i n t e r n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n 
( M u k h l i s , 1975) r a t h e r t h a n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . The o t h e r main 
naming c o n v e n t i o n r e c o g n i s e s Gtowa and T a l l o k a s kingdoms (and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y s u l t a n a t e s , f o l l o w i n g t h e a d o p t i o n o f I s l a m i n 
1605) of comparable s t a t u s . F o l l o w i n g a t e r m i n o l o g y which c a n 
be t r a c e d back t o G e r v a i s e ( 1 6 8 8 ) , t h e s e s t u d i e s r e f e r t o t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e e n t i t y by t h e name w h i c h f o r e i g n e r s gave t o i t s 
emporium, i . e . Makassar ( R e i d , 1981, 1983; P e l r a s , 1985; 
V i U i e r s , 1 9 9 0 ) . M a t t u l a d a (1982a) e m p h a s i s e s t h e p o l i t y ' s 
d u a l c o m p o s i t i o n by kingdoms whose g e o p o l i t i c a l c o r e s l a y 



o u t s i d e t h e c a p i t a l c i t y , and s o p o s i t s both "Gowa-Tallo" and 
"Makassar" a s s u i t a b l e names.^ 

While concurr:/ng w i t h M a t t u l a d a * s b a s i c a n a l y s i s I w i l l 
r e f e r t o cne c o l l e c t i v e body a s " g r e a t e r Gowa" f o r s e v e r a l 
r e a s o n s . The term r e t a i n s t h e eponymous s t a t u s o f Gowa, w h i l e 
a l l o w i n g independent d i s c u s s i o n o f Gowa a s a k i n - b a s e d 
f a c t i o n . I t accommodates my r e c o g n i t i o n o f a t h i r d p o w e r f u l 
f a m i l y b a s e d i n Maros. F i n a l l y , i t a l l o w s t h e c i t y (Photo 
1-1) t o be c a l l e d Makassar w i t h o u t f a l l i n g i n t h e 
t e r m i n o l o g i c a l t r a p o f i d e n t i f y i n g t h e p o l i t y w i t h i t s 
empor i um. 

H i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g y , a t i t s most e l e m e n t a r y l e v e l , 
encompasses s i t e s f o r w h i c h t h e w r i t t e n r e c o r d s p r o v i d e 
i n f o r m a t i o n d i f f i c u l t o r i m p o s s i b l e t o o b t a i n by a r c h a e o l o g y 
a l o n e . T h e s e v i a l s of i n f o r m a t i o n may i n c l u d e d a t e d 
a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h e v e n t s , i n d i v i d u a l s and i n s t i t u t i o n s , not 
t o mention r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o r abandonment o f 
the s i t e s . On t h e o t h e r hand, a r c h a e o l o g y c a n a d d r e s s 
q u e s t i o n s w h i c h t h e t e x t s may a s k but t h e n not answer, e.g. 
q u e s t i o n s o r t h e p h y s i c a l and s o c i a l l a n d s c a p e , and on 
p r o t o h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n s . On top o f t h a t , an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e a s k s c r i t i c a l q u e s t i o n s o f t h e t e x t s , q u e s t i o n s 
which might o t h e r w i s e e s c a p e n o t i c e . C o n s e q u e n t l y much o f my 
r e s e a r c h i s d e v o t e d t o an o r i g i n a l a n a l y s i s o f t h e Makassar 
t e x t s . By f o l l o w i n g t h e p r o f o u n d l y r e c u r s i v e d i a l o g u e between 
t h e h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e c o r d s , s o a s t o deepen 
and s o l i d i f y t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f b o t h , t h i s t h e s i s w i l l b u i l d 
a more s t r u c t u r e d and m u l t i - t i e r e d i n t e r p r e t a t i v e framework 
tha n has p r e v i o u s l y been a t t e m p t e d f o r Gowa and T a l l o k . 

As r e g a r d s i t s p l a c e w i t h i n t h e framework o f a c a d e m i c 
endeavour, t h i s t h e s i s f o l l o w s t h e l e a d o f Macknight (1975, 
1983) i n s e e k i n g a r e f i n e d v i s i o n o f t h e B u g i s - M a k a s s a r 
h i s t o r i c a l l a n d s c a p e , and a d i a c h r o n i c ( h i s t o r i c a l ) 
a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e B u g i s - M a k a s s a r t e x t s . 
I n t h i s r e s p e c t i t t w i n s w i t h C a l d w e l l ' s (1988) p h i l o l o g i c a l 
s t u d y of t h e B u g i s t e x t s , and f u r t h e r s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e time 
has come t o v i e w t h e g e n e r a l p i c t u r e i n a new way. 

' M a t t u l a d a f u r t h e r f r e q u e n t l y u s e s "Gowa" f o r the c o l l e c t i v e 
body as a l i t e r a r y c o n v e n i e n c e . 



^ .̂  .{] Naming and i n t e r - r e f e r e n c i n g c o n v e n t i o n s 

As y e t t h e r e i s no g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d s p e l l i n g s y s t e m 
a v a i l a b l e f o r any South S u l a w e s i language, and no o f f i c i a l 
system s t a n d a r d i s i n g t h e s p e l l i n g of a l l S o u t h S u l a w e s i 
proper names a c r o s s government p u b l i c a t i o n s . O f f i c i a l 
s p e l l i n g s do e x i s t f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e names, and t h e s e I c a n 
f o l l o w f o r most a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i v i s i o n s , a s w e l l a s f o r 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e s down t o t h e kecamatan l e v e l . ^ I n 
g e n e r a l , however, I f o l l o w Kamaruddin e t a l . (1985-6) i n 
r e n d e r i n g B u g i s and Makassar names i n t h e s p e l l i n g t h e y would 
have i n B a h a s a I n d o n e s i a . S p e c i f i c a l l y , g l o t t a l s t o p s a r e 
r e p r e s e n t e d by a "k", and a c o n s o n a n t i s d o u b l e d i f i t both 
ends one s y l l a b l e and b e g i n s t h e n e x t ( a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c which 
I b e l i e v e i s not found i n B a h a s a I n d o n e s i a ) . ^ As an example, 
I use "Luwuk" when w r i t i n g t h e kingdom o f Luwuk o r t h e Luwuk 
c o a s t a l p l a i n , t o i n d i c a t e t h e g l o t t a l s t o p a t t h e end o f t h e 
word. But n o t e t h a t t h e kabupaten w h i c h t a k e s t h e same name 
w i l l be w r i t t e n Kabupaten Luwu t o f o l l o w t h e o f f i c i a l 
s p e l 1 i n g . 

As r e g a r d s minor t o p o g r a p h i c f e a t u r e s s u c h a s h i l l s and 
swamps, I r e f e r t o them by t h e l o c a l name ( e . g . B a l a n g S a r i ) , 
but major f e a t u r e s s u c h a s r i v e r s , m ountains and l a k e s w i l l 
o f t e n be r e n d e r e d i n E n g l i s h ( e . g . J e k n e k b e r a n g R i v e r a s w e l l 
a s Sungai J e k n e k b e r a n g ) . To enhance t h e f l o w o f t h e t e x t , t h e 
h i g h e s t l e v e l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i v i s i o n s w i l l u s u a l l y be 
r e n d e r e d i n E n g l i s h ( e . g . S o u t h S u l a w e s i p r o v i n c e r a t h e r t h a n 
P r o p i n s i S u l a w e s i S e l a t a n ) , w h i l e r e f e r e n c e s t o l o w e r - l e v e l 
d i v i s i o n s w i l l sometimes t r e a t t h e I n d o n e s i a n words kabupaten 
and kotamadya ( b r o a d y e q u i v a l e n t t o a c o u n t y and a 

^ I may a l s o u s e o f f i c i a l acronyms where c o n v e n i e n t , f o r 
i n s t a n c e F i g u r e 1-4 u s e s "Polmas" (Polewali-Mamasa) and 
" S i d r a p " ( S i d e n r e n g - R a p p a n g ) , and F i g u r e A-2 r e p r e s e n t s Tana 
T o r a j a w i t h " T a t o r " . 
^ One a r e a where I d e p a r t from Kamaruddin e t a l . (1985-6) i s 
i n t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of compound words where t h e f i r s t word 
ends i n "-ng". I n Makassar t h e "-ng" t e n d s t o be l o s t i n 
p r o n u n c i a t i o n , e.g. Borong + l o e i s pronounced B o r o l l o e . I 
r e t a i n t h e "-ng" t o emphasise t h e meaning of t h e f i r s t word, 
e.g. t h a t Borong + l o e , or Bo r o n g l o e , means e i t h e r "many 
ga r d e n s " or " g r e a t garden", i . e . " g r e a t g a r d e n a r e a " . 



m u n i c i p a l i t y r e s p e c t i v e l y ) , kecamatan ( d i s t r i c t ) , d e s a , dusun 
and kampung, a s though t h e y were E n g l i s h words. 

T h i s t h e s i s i s d e s i g n e d i n a r e p o r t format w h i c h t a g s 
b l o c k s of r e l a t e d t e x t a t t h e c h a p t e r ( o r a p p e n d i x ) , s e c t i o n , 
and o f t e n t h e s u b s e c t i o n l e v e l . When r e f e r r i n g t h e r e a d e r t o 
ano t h e r p a r t of t h e t h e s i s I w i l l s i m p l y p r o v i d e t h e t a g i n 
b r a c k e t s , e.g. " A . I " means "Appendix A, S e c t i o n 1", and 
"1.1.1" means " C h a p t e r 1, S e c t i o n 1, S u b s e c t i o n 1". 

1.2 A P e r s p e c t i v e from Human Geography 

S u l a w e s i , t h e u n g a i n l y f o ur-armed i s l a n d e a s t o f K a l i m a n t a n , 
c o v e r s 189,216 s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s , making i t t h e f o u r t h 
l a r g e s t i s l a n d i n I n d o n e s i a and e l e v e n t h i n t h e w o r l d 
(Webster e t a l . , 1984:A-9). S u l a w e s i e p i t o m i s e s t h e complex 
o r i g i n s and p e c u l i a r l y c o n s t e l l a t e d l a n d f o r m s o f e a s t e r n 
I n d o n e s i a . A c c o r d i n g t o r e c e n t e v i d e n c e , t o u n d e r s t a n d 
S u l a w e s i ' s f o r m a t i o n we must f i r s t s t a r t w i t h a g i a n t 
a r c h i p e l a g o w h i c h had s e p a r a t e d from t h e a n c i e n t c o n t i n e n t of 
Gondwanaland i n t h e m i d d l e J u r a s s i c . The components o f t h i s 
a r c h i p e l a g o were t h e embryonic l a n d m a s s e s o f s o u t h e r n T i b e t , 
Burma, T h a i l a n d , t h e Malay p e n i n u l a , Sumatra, west and e a s t 
K a l i m a n t a n , w e s t e r n S u l a w e s i , and t h e h a l f - e l l i p s e of i s l a n d s 
from F l o r e s t h r o u g h t h e K a i i s l a n d s t o B u r u . T h e s e l a n d 
f ragments a r r i v e d a t t h e i r p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n i n t h e e a r l y 
T e r t i a r y p e r i o d . I n t h e m i d - T e r t i a r y p e r i o d a fragment o f 
c o n t i n e n t a l l a n d d e t a c h e d i t s e l f from C e n d r a w a s i h ( t h e I r i a n 
J a y a p e n i n s u l a ) and d r i f t e d t o w a r d s K a l i m a n t a n . The s p u r o f 
t h i s fragment c o n s i s t e d o f E a s t e r n S u l a w e s i and B a n g g a i - S u l a , 
t h e two g e o l o g i c a l p r o v i n c e s w h i c h c o m p r i s e S u l a w e s i ' s 
e a s t e r n arms. They c o l l i d e d w i t h w e s t e r n S u l a w e s i i n t h e 
mid-Miocene ( A u d l e y - C h a r l e s , 1987) a t t h e zone o f c o l l i s i o n 
c a l l e d t h e P a l u - K o r o f a u l t ( s e e F i g u r e 1 - 1 a ) . The c o l l i s i o n 
d i s t o r t e d w e s t e r n S u l a w e s i i n t o i t s p r e s e n t s h a p e by r o t a t i n g 
t h e n o r t h e r n arm n e a r l y 90 d e g r e e s c l o c k w i s e and t h e 
so u t h w e s t p e n i n s u l a about 35 d e g r e e s a n t i c l o c k w i s e ( W h i t t e n 
e t a l . , 1 9 8 7 : 2 - 4 ) . 

S u l a w e s i ' s complex g e o l o g i c a l h i s t o r y and i t s p o s i t i o n 
s t r a d d l i n g t h e e q u a t o r have c r e a t e d g r e a t c l i m a t i c and 
e c o l o g i c a l d i v e r s i t y . V o l c a n i c c h a i n s r u n a l o n g S u l a w e s i ' s 
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n o r t h e r n and s o u t h w e s t e r n arms, w h i l e a t h i r d v o l c a n i c b e l t 
dominates t h e h i g h l a n d s due n o r t h o f t h e s o u t h w e s t p e n i n s u l a . 
E a s t e r n S u l a w e s i on t h e o t h e r hand i s d e v o i d of v o l c a n i c s and 
i n s t e a d dominated by u p l i f t e d M e s o z o i c and T e r t i a r y 
s e d i m e n t a r y r o c k s , metamorphics, o p h i o l i t e s and T e r t i a r y a c i d 
i n t r u s i v e s ( K a t i l i , 1978; s e e F i g u r e 1 - 1 a ) . Throughout 
S u l a w e s i t h e topography t e n d s t o be rugged, w i t h 83% of t h e 
landmass h i l l y t o mountainous, c h a r a c t e r i s e d by u p l a n d s which 
a r e too h i g h and s t e e p t o s u i t a g r i c u l t u r e ( W h i t t e n e t a l . , 
1987:91-94; s e e F i g u r e 1-1b). 

S t r a d d l i n g t h e e q u a t o r , S u l a w e s i i s a f f e c t e d by two 
monsoons. The main n o r t h w e s t e r l y monsoon g e n e r a l l y o c c u r s 
between November and A p r i l , and t h e l e s s marked, 
s o u t h e a s t e r l y monsoon g e n e r a l l y blows between A p r i l and June 
(Whitten e t a l . , 1 9 8 7 : 2 1 ) . The main h i g h l a n d b e l t s however 
tend t o t r a p t h e m o i s t winds and r e m a i n p e r m a n e n t l y humid, 
l e a d i n g t o marked s e a s o n a l i t y i n t h e l o w l a n d a r e a s s h e l t e r e d 
from one o r t h e o t h e r monsoon, and c a s t i n g a more o r l e s s 
permanent r a i n s h a d o w o v e r some a r e a s (Oldeman and D a r m i y a t i , 
1977:4-6). T h e s e e f f e c t s c a n be s e e n when we c o n s i d e r mean 
annual r a i n f a l l , s e a s o n a l i t y , o r t h e a g r o c l i m a t i c z o n e s of 
Oldeman and D a r m i y a t i ( 1 9 7 7 ) . C o n d i t i o n s o f more o r l e s s 
permanent h u m i d i t y , u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i g h e r r a i n f a l l , 
o c c u r i n a b r o a d band o v e r much o f c e n t r a l S u l a w e s i , and 
elsewhere, a s c l i m a t i c e n c l a v e s s u c h a s a t t h e t i p o f t h e 
n o r t h arm and on t h e h i g h e s t mountains i n t h e s o u t h w e s t 
p e n i n s u l a ( F i g u r e s 1-2a t o 1 - 2 c ) . The d r i e s t a g r o c l i m a t i c 
zone (Zone E ) c h a r a c t e r i s e s t h e l a n d from P a l u t o G o r o n t a l o , 
the n o r t h e r n h a l f o f t h e c e n t r a l e a s t arm and v a r i o u s 
e n c l a v e s o f t h e s o u t h w e s t p e n i n s u l a , w h i l e a monsoonal 
c l i m a t e t e n d s t o p r e v a i l e l s e w h e r e ( F i g u r e s 1-2a t o 1-20)."* 

^ Owing t o d i f f e r e n t d e f i n i t i o n s of "wet" and " d r y " months, 
the n o r t h arm of S u l a w e s i i s d e p i c t e d a s m a i n l y "permanently 
humid" t o " s l i g h t l y s e a s o n a l " ( F i g u r e 1-2b), y e t a s b e s e t by 
the d r i e s t a g r o c l i m a t i c zones ( F i g u r e 1 - 2 c ) . I n t h e former 
c a s e a "wet" month r e c e i v e s a t l e a s t 100 mm of r a i n and a 
"dry" month l e s s t h a n 60 mm of r a i n ; i n t h e l a t t e r c a s e , 200 
ram of r a i n and 100 mm of r a i n r e s p e c t i v e l y . As a l s o s u g g e s t e d 
by F i g u r e 1-2a, most of S u l a w e s i ' s n o r t h arm c a n be 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d a s an a r e a of moderate r a i n f a l l d i s t r i b u t e d 
e v e n l y throughout t h e y e a r . 
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The poor g e o l o g i c a l b a s i s f o r s o i l s i n e a s t e r n S u l a w e s i , 
and t h e rugged topography w i t h d a u n t i n g l y humid c o n d i t i o n s 
o v e r much of c e n t r a l S u l a w e s i , have l e d t o a s c h i z o i d 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f S u l a w e s i ' s p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s c a n be s e e n from 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s by kecamatan ( d i s t r i c t ) a s t a k e n 
from r e c e n t s t a t i s t i c a l y e a r books f o r N o r t h S u l a w e s i ( 1 9 8 2 ) , 

C e n t r a l S u l a w e s i ( 1 9 8 0 ) , S o u t h e a s t S u l a w e s i ( 1 9 7 9 ) and South 
S u l a w e s i ( 1 9 8 5 ) . The p r o v i n c e of N o r t h S u l a w e s i g e n e r a l l y 
s u p p o r t s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s around G o r o n t a l o , Kotamobagu and Manado, and 
on t h e v o l c a n i c S a n g i h e i s l a n d a r c . C e n t r a l S u l a w e s i , 
S o u t h e a s t S u l a w e s i and t h e n o r t h e r n r i m o f S o u t h S u l a w e s i 
have p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s g e n e r a l l y l e s s t h a n 1 0 0 

persons/km-^, w i t h h i g h e r p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s c o n c e n t r a t e d 
around t h e p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l s o f P a l u and K e n d a r i and a t a 
few o t h e r c o a s t a l l o c a t i o n s . I n t h e s o u t h w e s t p e n i n s u l a and 
t h e h i g h l a n d s n o r t h w e s t o f P a l o p o , however, t h e c o m b i n a t i o n 
of v o l c a n i c a l l y - b a s e d s o i l s , monsoonal c l i m a t e , and a l l u v i a l 
b e l t s e i t h e r w i t h i n wide open v a l l e y s o r a l o n g t h e c o a s t , 
s u p p o r t s p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s u s u a l l y i n e x c e s s o f 1 0 0 

persons/km^ and above 6 0 0 persons/km^ i n c e r t a i n r u r a l 
Makassar a r e a s ( F i g u r e 1 - 3 ) . As a l s o n o t e d by J o n e s and 
S u p r a p t i l a h ( 1 9 7 6 : 5 6 ) , 'the h i n t e r l a n d of Ujung Pandang h a s 
some of t h e h i g h e s t r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s o f any a r e a 
[ i n I n d o n e s i a ] o u t s i d e o f J a v a o r B a l i ' . O n l y N o r t h S u l a w e s i 
a t S u l a w e s i ' s o t h e r e x treme p r e s e n t s any s i m i l a r e x p a n s e of 
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d r u r a l c o m m u n i t i e s . From t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f 
human s e t t l e m e n t , t h e n , t h e s o u t h w e s t and n o r t h arms o f 
S u l a w e s i c a n be thought o f l i k e i s l a n d s , s e p a r a t e d from e a c h 
o t h e r by a l a r g e e x p a n s e o f t h i n l y p o p u l a t e d l a n d . 

The c o n s t r a i n t s w h i c h topography and c l i m a t e p l a c e on 
p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s c a n be s e e n from a more d e t a i l e d 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e p r o v i n c e of S o u t h S u l a w e s i . O v e r a l l we 
a r e d e a l i n g w i t h a n o r t h - t o - s o u t h c l i n e , b u t i n a p a t t e r n o f 
s t e p p e d d i n i n g r a t h e r t h a n g r a d u a l change, a s c a n be 
i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h a b r o a d c a t e g o r i s a t i o n o f S o u t h S u l a w e s i 
i n t o human g e o g r a p h i c a l d i v i s i o n s ( T a b l e 1 - 1 ; F i g u r e 1 - 4 ) . 

The n o r t h e r n t h i r d of t h e p r o v i n c e i n c l u d e s some o f t h e 
w e t t e s t , most rugged and most t h i n l y p o p u l a t e d l a n d i n 



TABLE 1-1. A BROAD CATEGORISATION OF SOUTH SULAWESI'S HUMAN GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS 

N o r t h e r n C e n t r a l 
H i g h l a n d s 

Mandar C o a s t a l 
P e n i n s u l a 

S o u t h e r n C e n t r a l 
H i gh1ands c. 

Luwuk C o a s t a l 
P l a i n 

ALTITUDE 
(M ASL) 

c . 5 0 % 
> 1 5 0 0 m 

0 - 8 0 0 m 

> 150m; 
30% > 1500m 

< 150m 

South S u l a w e s i 
P e n i n s u l a 

S e l a y a r I s l a n d 

c . 5 0 % < 1 5 0 m ; 
r a r e l y > 1 5 0 0 m 

0 - 7 0 0 m 

RAINFALL 
(MM/YEAR) 

1 5 0 0 - > 3 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 - > 3 0 0 0 

2 0 0 0 - > 3 0 0 0 

2 0 0 0 - 3 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 - > 3 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 

RAINFALL TYPE AGRO­
CLIMATIC 

ZONE 

Pe r m a n e n t l y M o s t l y B 
Humid 

S e a s o n a l t o B - E 
P e r m a n e n t l y Humid 

S l i g h t l y S e a s o n a l A - D 
t o P e r m a n e n t l y Humid 

S l i g h t l y S e a s o n a l B - D 
t o P e r m a n e n t l y Humid 

S t r o n g l y t o B - E 
S 1 i ght1y Seasona1 

POPULATION DENSITIES 
BY RURAL KECAMATAN 

(PERSONS/KM 

< 1 - 50 

10 - 6 0 0 

10 - 6 0 0 

10 - 3 0 0 

10 - 9 0 0 + 

50 - 3 0 0 

N.B. F i g u r e s a r e summarised from t h e s o u r c e s u s e d i n c o m p i l i n g F i g u r e s 1-2a t o 1-2c and 1-3. 
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S u l a w e s i ( T a b l e 1 - 1 ) . I c a l l i t t h e " N o r t h e r n C e n t r a l 
H i g h l a n d s " t o e m p h a s i s e t h e rugged topography, e v e n though 
s t r i p s of low l a n d o c c u r a l o n g t h e t h i n c o a s t a l p l a i n and, t o 
a l e s s e r d e g r e e , a l o n g t h e P a l u - K o r o f a u l t . The g e o l o g y 
changes from v o l c a n i c s and a s s o c i a t e d u p l i f t e d m a r i n e 
s e d i m e n t s i n t h e west, t o a c i d i c i n t r u s i v e s and metamorphics 
n o r t h w e s t of t h e G u l f of Bone, t o u l t r a b a s i c s i n t h e e a s t 
( F i g u r e 1 - 1 a ) . The r e g i o n i s g e n e r a l l y i n i m i c a l t o human 
s e t t l e m e n t , and i n c l u d e s s e v e r a l u n i n h a b i t e d e x p a n s e s of l a n d 
( F r i b e r g and Laskowske, 1989:Map 1 ) . I t f u r t h e r marks t h e 
t r a n s i t i o n a l zone between t h e S o u t h S u l a w e s i and C e n t r a l 
S u l a w e s i groups o f l a n g u a g e s ( F i g u r e 1 - 5 ) . 

The m i d d l e t h i r d of t h e p r o v i n c e m a i n t a i n s many of t h e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s found f u r t h e r n o r t h but w i t h more e x t e n s i v e 
p o c k e t s f o r human s e t t l e m e n t . The w e s t e r n c o a s t a l s t r e t c h , 
h e r e c a l l e d t h e "Mandar P e n i n s u l a C o a s t l i n e " , c o n s i s t s m o s t l y 
of T e r t i a r y m a r i n e s e d i m e n t s l i f t e d up i n t o h i l l s a round a 
few s m a l l b e l t s o f c o a s t a l a l l u v i a l p l a i n ( s e e F i g u r e 1 - 1 a ) . 

The p o p u l a t i o n t e n d s t o be c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h e p l a i n s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e s o u t h where a d r i e r and more s e a s o n a l 
c l i m a t e p r e v a i l s ( F i g u r e s 1-2 and 1 - 3 ) . I n l a n d t h e topography 
r a p i d l y s t e e p e n s t o a b l o c k o f mountains, c o m p r i s e d 
g e o l o g i c a l l y o f v o l c a n i c s , a c i d i c i n t r u s i v e s and u p l i f t e d 
T e r t i a r y m a r i n e s e d i m e n t s ( F i g u r e 1 - 1 a ) , w h i c h I c a l l t h e 
" S o u t h e r n C e n t r a l H i g h l a n d s " . Human s e t t l e m e n t t e n d s t o be 
c o n c e n t r a t e d a l o n g t h e b r o a d v a l l e y o f t h e S u n g a i ( R i v e r ) 
Sakdang ( s e e F i g u r e 1 - 3 ) . I n g e n e r a l t h e r e g i o n i s w e l l 
p r o v i d e d w i t h r i v e r v a l l e y s b r o a d e r and l e s s a l t i t u d i n o u s 
than t h o s e found i n t h e " N o r t h e r n C e n t r a l H i g h l a n d s " 
( O p e r a t i o n a l N a v i g a t i o n Chart, S h e e t M - 1 1 ) , h e l p i n g t o 
e x p l a i n t h e e x t e n s i v e human s e t t l e m e n t . F i n a l l y , a t t h e head 
of t h e G u l f o f Bone, we have t h e "Luwuk C o a s t a l P l a i n " . 
C l i m a t i c a l l y t h e s e l o w l a n d s a r e p o o r l y s u i t e d f o r c e r e a l s , 
but t h e a d o p t i o n o f s a g o a s a s t a p l e c r o p on t h e w e s t e r n 
s e c t i o n s of t h e c o a s t a l p l a i n (Osozawa, 1 9 8 6 ) m a i n t a i n s 
h e a l t h y p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s t h e r e . The most i m p o r t a n t 
s e c t i o n of t h e e a s t e r n c o a s t a l p l a i n l i e s a round Wotu, which 
i s a c e n t r e f o r l o c a l t r a d e ( G r i m e s and Grimes, 1 9 8 7 : 6 2 - 6 3 ) 

a s w e l l a s an a r e a of mixed a g r i c u l t u r e ( T a n a k a , 1 9 8 6 ) . 



The a n t i c l o c k w i s e r o t a t i o n o f t h e South S u l a w e s i p e n i n s u l a 
s i n c e t h e Miocene i s l e s s a p p a r e n t from t o p o g r a p h i c a l maps 
(e.g. F i g u r e 1-1b) t h a n from L a n d s a t images. The l a t t e r 
c l e a r l y show t h e p a r a l l e l a r c s formed by t h e c o r d i l l e r a of 
T e r t i a r y v o l c a n i c s , some mixed w i t h u p l i f t e d m a r i n e 
sediments, between Gunung B a r u p a i n t h e n o r t h and Gunung 
Lompobattang i n t h e s o u t h ; t h e Walanae g r a b e n which e x t e n d s 
from t h e Tempe d e p r e s s i o n a l o n g t h e H a l a n a e r i v e r and f u r t h e r 
s o u t h e a s t t o S i n j a i ; and an e a s t e r n c o r d i l l e r a w h i c h s t a r t s 
i n t h e s o u t h a s a v o l c a n i c b l o c k and t a p e r s t o t h e n o r t h a s 
the s q u a t b e l t of C e l e b e s m o r a s s e ^ t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e Cen r a n a 
r i v e r r u n s . E x t e n s i v e c o a s t a l p l a i n s " t r a i l b e h i n d " t h e 
r o t a t i n g landmass a t t h e p e n i n s u l a ' s s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r and 
around t h e mouth o f t h e C e n r a n a . The t h i r d m ajor c o a s t a l 
p l a i n , i n t h e a r e a o f P i n r a n g , a p p e a r s on L a n d s a t images t o 
be t r a v e r s e d by a t h i n low r i d g e w h i c h s t r i k e s n o r t h o f 
Gunung B a r u p a and s e p a r a t e s t h e mouth o f t h e Sung a i Sakdang 
from t h e Tempe d e p r e s s i o n ( P h o t o 1 - 2 ) . 

The Walanae r i v e r d r a i n s i n t e r n a l l y t o w a r d s t h e Tempe and 
S i d e n r e n g l a k e s , whose f l o o r s a r e l e s s t h a n f i v e m e t r e s above 
s e a l e v e l , and t h e n out t o s e a v i a t h e Sung a i C e n r a n a . D u r i n g 
the h i g h e r s e a l e v e l s between 7 1 0 0 and 2 6 0 0 BP, t h e s e a 
c l o s e l y a p p r o a c h e d L a k e Tempe from t h e e a s t , p r o b a b l y 
c o v e r i n g t h e C e n r a n a c o a s t a l p l a i n . L a k e Tempe i t s e l f h a s 
been a f r e s h w a t e r l a k e , a t l e a s t d u r i n g t h e l a s t 4 4 0 0 y e a r s 
f o r which i t s p o l l e n r e c o r d i s a v a i l a b l e (Gremmen, 1 9 9 0 ) . 

T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e low r i d g e s e a s t and west 
of t h e Tempe d e p r e s s i o n have r e m a i n e d above s e a l e v e l d u r i n g 
t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e r i o d . 

I n b r o a d o u t l i n e t h e S o u t h S u l a w e s i p e n i n s u l a c o n s i s t s o f 
two p a r t i a l l y v o l c a n i c c o r d i l l e r a s , a r c - s h a p e d and p a r a l l e l , 
w i t h e x t e n s i v e a l l u v i a l b e l t s i n t h e n o r t h ( i n c l u d i n g t h e 
n o r t h e r n v a l l e y between t h e c o r d i l l e r a s ) and a l o n g t h e 
s o u t h w e s t e r n c o a s t l i n e ( F i g u r e 1 - 1 a ) . The w e s t e r n c o r d i l l e r a 
c a t c h e s t h e n o r t h w e s t e r l y monsoon w h i l e t h e l e s s marked, 
s o u t h e a s t e r l y monsoon i s ca u g h t by t h e e a s t e r n c o r d i l l e r a and 
th e Gunung Lompobattang h i g h l a n d s . As a r e s u l t p o p u l a t i o n s on 

C e l e b e s morasse - c o n g l o m e r a t e , s a n d s t o n e , c l a y s t o n e and 
mar l , i n t e r b e d d e d w i t h l i m e s t o n e and l i g n i t e , l a t e Miocene to 
P l i o c e n e i n age (Sukamto, 1 9 7 5 ) . 
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the e a s t e r n and e s p e c i a l l y t h e w e s t e r n c o a s t a l a r e a s c a n 
e x p e c t s e a s o n a l f l o o d i n g , i n t h e months around May and 
J a n u a r y r e s p e c t i v e l y , from t h e combined e f f e c t s of l o c a l 
p r e c i p i t a t i o n and r u n o f f from t h e h i g h l a n d s . The l o w - l y i n g 
l a n d i n P i n r a n g and S i d r a p d i f f e r s i n t h a t , b e i n g p a r t i a l l y 
p r o t e c t e d from b o t h monsoons, i t e x p e r i e n c e s two wet s e a s o n s 
of low i n t e n s i t y (Oldeman and D a r m i y a t i , 1 9 7 7 ) . I m m e d i a t e l y 
s o u t h e a s t i s a r a i n s h a d o w r e g i o n ( F i g u r e s 1-2a and 1 - 2 c ) , but 
h e r e Lake Tempe and t h e lower r e a c h e s of t h e Walanae v a l l e y 
a r e a n n u a l l y i n u n d a t e d a s a r e s u l t o f i n t e r n a l d i s c h a r g e from 
the main n o r t h w e s t e r l y monsoon ( p e r s o n a l n o t e s ) . N e a r l y h a l f 
of t h e South S u l a w e s i p e n i n s u l a c o n s i s t s o f a l l u v i a l l o w l a n d s 
which a r e r e g u l a r l y i n d u n d a t e d once o r t w i c e a y e a r , l e a d i n g 
t o a p a t t e r n of s i n g l e c r o p p i n g o f wet r i c e o v e r most o f t h e 
l o w l a n d s , and d o u b l e c r o p p i n g around P i n r a n g and S i d r a p 
(Oldeman and D a r m i y a t i , 1 9 7 7 ) . A l l i n a l l , t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f 
t o p o g r a p h i c a l and c l i m a t i c f a c t o r s m a i n t a i n s e x t e n s i v e a r e a s 
of w e l 1 - p o p u l a t e d r u r a l l a n d ( F i g u r e 1 - 3 ) . 

The i s l a n d of S e l a y a r a t t h e f a r s o u t h i s , g e o l o g i c a l l y 
s p e a k i n g , a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e w e s t e r n c o r d i l l e r a (Sukamto 
and S u p r i a t n a , 1 9 8 2 ) . A s t r i p o f l i m e s t o n e d o m i n a t e s i n t h e 
n o r t h w e s t , f o l l o w e d by a s t r i p o f C e l e b e s m o r a s s e and ( n o t 
shown i n K a t i l i ' s g e n e r a l i s e d map) a s t r i p o f mixed v o l c a n i c s 
i n t h e s o u t h e a s t . A r e l a t i v e l y d r y c l i m a t e , p u n c t u a t e d by t h e 
weaker and l e s s r e l i a b l e s o u t h e a s t e r l y monsoon, c h a r a c t e r i s e s 
S e l a y a r a s w e l l a s t h e p e n i n s u l a ' s s o u t h e r n c o a s t l i n e ( F i g u r e 
1 - 2 ) . S e l a y a r ' s main c a s h c r o p , c o p r a , i s grown p r i m a r i l y 
a l o n g t h e w e s t e r n c o a s t a l s t r i p . The p r i n c i p a l s t a p l e s a r e 
c o r n and c a s s a v a w h i c h a r e c u l t i v a t e d m a i n l y i n t h e h i l l s 
( Grimes and G rimes, 1 9 8 7 : 2 9 ; f i e l d n o t e s ) . 

To p l a c e S u l a w e s i i n t o t h e w i d e r I n d o n e s i a n c o n t e x t , 
c o n s i d e r I n d o n e s i a ' s p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s by k a b u p a t e n ( o r 
r u r a l c o u n t y ) . B r o a d l y s p e a k i n g t h e f i g u r e s c o r r e s p o n d t o t h e 
d i s t i n c t i o n made by G e e r t z ( 1 9 6 3 ) between I n n e r and O u t e r 
I n d o n e s i a , a s l o n g a s B a l i and Lorabok a r e grouped a l o n g s i d e 
J a v a i n " I n n e r I n d o n e s i a " . I f we e x c l u d e Kabupaten R i a u w h i c h 
i s e x c e p t i o n a l f o r i t s s t r o n g C h i n e s e p r e s e n c e , s t i m u l a t e d by 
i t s p r o x i m i t y t o S i n g a p o r e ( e . g . Vleming, 1 9 2 6 : 2 3 9 - 2 4 1 ) , and 
s e t t h e S o u t h S u l a w e s i p e n i n s u l a a s i d e , we f i n d d e n s i t i e s o f 



TABLE 1-2. MODERN INDONESIAN POPULATION D E N S I T I E S BY 
KABUPATEN (EXCLUDING KOTAMADYA OR C I T I E S ) 

(Summarised from F i g u r e s t a k e n from t h e 1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 5 
I n d o n e s i a n P r o v i n c i a l S t a t i s t i c a l Y e a r Books) 

Kabupaten P o p u l a t i o n D e n s i t y 
(persons/km^) 

Kabupaten R i a u , SUMATRA 6 2 5 
SUMATRA, o t h e r Kabupaten 1 7 - 2 5 0 

WESTERN INDONESIA 1 7 - 6 2 5 

JAVA Kabupaten 2 2 9 - 1 7 3 7 
BALI Kabupaten 2 3 7 - 9 8 3 
Kabupaten Lombok B a r a t , Lombok Timur 

Lombok Tengah ( N u s a t e n g g a r a B a r a t ) 4 1 2 - 4 6 6 

CENTRAL INDONESIA 2 2 9 - 1 7 3 7 

Kabupaten Sumbawa, Dompu, Bima 
( N u s a t e n g g a r a B a r a t ) 3 8 - 8 5 

P r o p i n s i I r i a n J a y a , Maluku, Timor 
Timur, N u s a t e n g g a r a Timur 2 - 1 6 5 

KALIMANTAN Kabupaten 1-140 
EASTERN INDONESIA ( e x c e p t S u l a w e s i ) 3 8 - 1 6 5 

P r o p i n s i S u l a w e s i U t a r a 4 1 - 1 5 3 
P r o p i n s i S u l a w e s i Tengah 1 1 - 2 2 
P r o p i n s i S u l a w e s i T e n g g a r a 1 1 - 4 7 
Kabupaten E n r e k a n g , Luwu, Tana T o r a j a , 

Polmas, Majene, Mamuju 1 1 - 1 3 2 

OTHER PARTS OF SULAWESI 1 1 - 1 5 3 

Kabupaten S e l a y a r 104 
Kabupaten Gowa, S i n j a i , Bone, 
Maros, Pangkep, B a r r u , Soppeng, 

Wajo, S i d r a p , P i n r a n g 1 1 6 - 2 1 4 
Kabupaten Bulukumba, Bantaeng, 

Jeneponto, T a k a l a r 2 7 6 - 3 4 0 

SOUTH SULAWESI PENINSULA 1 0 4 - 3 4 0 
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1-250 persons/km^ f o r "Outer Indonesia" and d e n s i t i e s of 
229-1,737 persons/km^ f o r "Inner Indonesia" (Table 1-2). The 
population d e n s i t i e s i n the South Sulawesi p e n i n s u l a c l e a r l y 
s t r a d d l e t h i s dichotomy between Outer and Inner Indonesia 
(Table 1-2). Let us take 250 persons/km^ as the d i v i d i n g 
l i n e . The four kabupaten along the p e n i n s u l a ' s south coast 
(Bulukumba, Bantaeng, Jeneponto and T a k a l a r ) , i . e . the ones 
p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y dominated by lowlands i n h a b i t e d by speakers 
of Makassar-related languages, then have "Inner Indonesian" 
d e n s i t i e s , whereas the r e s t of the p e n i n s u l a has d e n s i t i e s i n 
the higher part of the range here assigned to "Outer 
Indonesia". More to the point, the South Sulawesi p e n i n s u l a 
forms a large block of land more or l e s s c o n t i n u o s l y s e t t l e d 
at d e n s i t i e s exceeding 100 persons/km^, whereas the other 
seven e a s t e r n Indonesian kabupaten with comparable d e n s i t i e s , 
in Kalimantan, F l o r e s , Timor, and Sulawesi o u t s i d e of the 
southwest p e n i n s u l a , are e n c l a v e s surrounded by more l i g h t l y 
s e t t l e d land. These comparisons s e r v e to h i g h l i g h t the human 
geographical d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s of the South Sulawesi p e n i n s u l a 
in the e a s t e r n Indonesian context. 

A f u l l y comparable s i t u a t i o n e x i s t e d i n the 1930s. The 
four South Sulawesi kabupaten mentioned above, p l u s Gowa and 
Maros, supported population d e n s i t i e s i n e x c e s s of 125 
persons/km^, as was a l s o the case widely (but not 
u n i v e r s a l l y ) i n B a l i and Java . These predominantly Makassar 
kabupaten, along with the predominantly Bugis kabupaten 
immediately to the north, c o n s t i t u t e d the l a r g e s t a r e a 
continuously populated at d e n s i t i e s above 50 persons/km^ 
outside of Java-Bali-Lonbok (Royal Dutch Geographical 
Society, 1938: Blad 8a to 8d). 

1.3 A P e r s p e c t i v e from Comparative L i n g u i s t i c s 

A l l the Sulawesi languages a r e Austronesian. Austronesian 
languages range from Taiwan through i s l a n d Southeast A s i a and 
much of the P a c i f i c , with o u t l i e r s i n Vietnam, Madagascar and 
a few other l o c a t i o n s . I n e a s t e r n Nusatenggara, Maluku and 
p a r t s of Melanesia, Austronesian and non-Austronesian 
languages i n t e r d i g i t a t e , but over most of t h e i r range 
Austronesian i s the s o l e indigenous language group. Bellwood 



(1985, 1988a), f o l l o w e d by S p r i g g s ( 1 9 8 9 ) , wraps t h e 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e around t h e b r o a d phylogeny of t h e 
A u s t r o n e s i a n l a n g u a g e s r e c o n s t r u c t e d t h r o u g h h i s t o r i c a l 
l i n g u i s t i c s , i n what i s c u r r e n t l y t h e s t a n d a r d e x p l a n a t i o n 
for the dominance o f A u s t r o n e s i a n l a n g u a g e s i n i s l a n d 
S o u t h e a s t A s i a . I n t h i s v i e w t h e P h i l i p p i n e s and I n d o n e s i a n 
i s l a n d s were s t i l l q u i t e s p a r s e l y p o p u l a t e d by 
h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r s d u r i n g t h e m i d d l e Holocene, whereas 
communities s p e a k i n g l a n g u a g e s a n c e s t r a l t o A u s t r o n e s i a n had 
a l r e a d y a c q u i r e d c e r e a l c u l t i v a t i o n i n S o u t h C h i n a . Daughter 
communities f i r s t c o l o n i s e d Taiwan, t h e n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s and 
n o r t h e r n S u l a w e s i , w i t h s u b s e q u e n t movements o f A u s t r o n e s i a n 
h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s i n t o e a s t e r n , c e n t r a l and w e s t e r n 
I n d o n e s i a . The demographic a d v a n t a g e s c o n f e r r e d by a 
h o r t i c u l t u r a l economy a l l o w e d t h e A u s t r o n e s i a n s p e a k e r s t o 
absorb t h e n o n - A u s t r o n e s i a n communities i n what was p r o b a b l y 
a drawn-out, complex process.® 

*̂  Meacham (1 988) c o n t e n d s t h a t t h i s v i e w l e t s t h e l i n g u i s t i c 
t a i l wag t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l dog, and t h a t i f we put t h e 
a n i m a l on i t s l e g s we w o u l d p l a c e t h e o r i g i n s of t h e 
A u s t r o n e s i a n l a n g u a g e s i n t h e I n d o - M a l a y s i a n a r c h i p e l a g o 
i t s e l f . W h i l e l i n g u i s t s seem u n i t e d i n r e j e c t i n g t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y of an o r i g i n s s o u t h of t h e P h i l i p p i n e s , I would 
c e r t a i n l y argue t h a t t h e s p r e a d of A u s t r o n e s i a n l a n g u a g e s 
s h o u l d not be c o u p l e d w i t h t h e s p r e a d of a p h y s i c a l t y p e , 
u n l e s s i t were t a k e n a s e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e A u s t r o n e s i a n 
l a n g u a g e s had i n d e e d o r i g i n a t e d , i n t h e a r c h i p e l a g o . B r i e f l y , 
t h e Holocene o s t e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s do p o s s i b l y s u g g e s t low 
l e v e l s of "Mongoloid" i m m i g r a t i o n from n o r t h e a s t A s i a i n t o 
I n d o n e s i a , but a s an ongoing p r o c e s s r a t h e r t h a n a s any 
i d e n t i f i a b l e m i g r a t i o n ( B u l b e c k , 1981; T u r n e r , 1 9 8 7 ) . 
Bellwood (1985) p l a c e s g r e a t s t r e s s on t h e b i o l o g i c a l 
d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s of t h e " N e g r i t o s " from s o u t h e a s t A s i a ' s 
"Mongoloid" p o p u l a t i o n s . However, g e n e t i c and o s t e o l o g i c a l 
s t u d i e s a r e y e t t o f i n d e v i d e n c e l i n k i n g N e g r i t o s w i t h 
A u s t r a l o i d s or M e l a n e s i a n s r a t h e r t h a n w i t h n o n - N e g r i t o E a s t 
A s i a n s ( e . g . U y t t e r s c h a u t , 1983; Omoto, 1987; H a n i h a r a and 
S a i t o u , 1 9 8 9 ) . Even i f t h e d a r k s k i n and w o o l l y h a i r of t h e 
N e g r i t o s a r e t o be i n t e r p r e t e d a s remnant r e t e n t i o n s of the 
e a r l y s o u t h e a s t A s i a n c o n d i t i o n , and not a s l o c a l 
s p e c i a l i s a t i o n s or c h a n c e outcome r e s u l t i n g from g e n e t i c 
d r i f t , t h e r e i s no a p r i o r i r e a s o n t o d a t e t h e s p r e a d o f 
f a i r e r s k i n and s t r a i g h t h a i r t o t h e m i d d l e Holocene r a t h e r 
t h a n , s a y , t h e l a t e P l e i s t o c e n e . 

I n a l 1 I am n o t f u l l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e e a r l i e s t 
unambiguous p r e s e n c e of t h e " N e o l i t h i c " ( p o t t e r y ) i n S o u t h 
S u l a w e s i , w h i c h I w o u l d d a t e t o around 3500 BP ( B u l b e c k , i n 
p r e p , a . ) , n e c e s s a r i l y r e f l e c t s t h e a r r i v a l of 
A u s t r o n e s i a n - s p e a k i n g "Mongoloids" i n South S u l a w e s i . U n t y i n g 
t h e k n o t w o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t t h e Mongoloid p h y s i c a l t y p e had 
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The h i s t o r i c a l l i n g u i s t i c s y n t h e s e s ( e . g . B l u s t , 1988) do 
not d e a l w i t h t h e s o u t h e r n and c e n t r a l S u l a w e s i l a n g u a g e s i n 
any d e t a i l . However, d e t a i l e d l e x i c o s t a t i s t i c a l s u r v e y s a r e 
a v a i l a b l e f o r two p r o v i n c e s . C e n t r a l S u l a w e s i ( B a r r e t a l . , 
1979) and South S u l a w e s i ( G r i m e s and G r i m e s , 1 9 8 7 ) , c a r r i e d 
out t o d e l i n e a t e t h e d i a l e c t , language and s u p r a - l a n g u a g e 
b o u n d a r i e s . The main p a t t e r n s of l i n g u i s t i c v a r i a t i o n 
emerging from t h e s e s t u d i e s , a l o n g s i d e Sneddon's (1989) 
s i m i l a r l y d e t a i l e d work i n N o r t h S u l a w e s i , show most of 
S u l a w e s i c o v e r e d by a C e n t r a l S u l a w e s i group ( o r " s t o c k " i n 
the t e r m i n o l o g y of G r i m e s and G r i m e s [ 1 9 8 7 ] ) w h i c h g i v e s way 
t o o t h e r groups a t S u l a w e s i ' s f o u r e x t r e m i t i e s ( F i g u r e 1-2d). 

T h i s s e e m i n g l y s i m p l e p i c t u r e , however, c o n c e a l s a ream of 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s . S u l a w e s i ' s B a j a u l a n g u a g e s a r e e i t h e r 
c l a s s i f i e d w i t h P h i l i p p i n e - r e l a t e d l a n g u a g e s ( B a r r e t a l . , 
1979) o r r e g a r d e d a s o f unknown a f f i l i a t i o n ( G r i m e s and 
Grimes, 1 9 8 7 ) . B a r r e t a l . (1979) r e c o g n i s e f o u r major 
subgroups w i t h i n t h e C e n t r a l S u l a w e s i group, w h i l e G r i m e s and 
Grimes (1987:55) p o i n t out t h a t a l i n g u i s t i c s u r v e y o f 
S o u t h e a s t S u l a w e s i c o u l d c o n c e i v a b l y e n a b l e a more complex 
r e v i s i o n of t h e t a x o n . The S o u t h S u l a w e s i group ( o r s t o c k ) 
shows a major c l e f t between t h e M a k a s s a r - r e l a t e d l a n g u a g e s a t 
t h e f a r s o u t h and t h e o t h e r members ( F i g u r e 1 - 5 ) . The group 
f u r t h e r m o r e i n c l u d e s t h e g e n e t i c a l l y r e l a t e d Tamanic 
languages o f i n t e r i o r K a l i m a n t a n ( A d e l a a r , i n p r e s s ) . 
F i n a l l y , t h e Muna-Buton s t o c k i n c l u d e s Wotu i n t h e G u l f o f 
Bone, a s w e l l a s t h e l a n g u a g e s o f s o u t h e r n S e l a y a r and 
a d j a c e n t o f f s h o r e i s l a n d s . 

Some of t h e l i n g u i s t i c c o m p l i c a t i o n s r e f l e c t t h e e x i s t e n c e 
of o u t l i e r s whose a f f i n i t i e s d i v e r g e from t h o s e o f 
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y p r o x i m a t e l a n g u a g e s ( B a j a u , Tamanic, Wotu). 
The o v e r a l l p a t t e r n o f l i n g u i s t i c d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n , however, 
matches our human g e o g r a p h i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e o f S u l a w e s i . The 
g r e a t l i n g u i s t i c d i v e r s i t y c o r r e s p o n d s t o S u l a w e s i ' s 
g e n e r a l l y low p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s and immense p h y s i c a l 
b a r r i e r s t o communication, a s n o t e d by W h i t t e n e t a l . 
( 1 9 8 7 : 8 9 ) . I n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e two a r e a s o f s u b s t a n t i a l 

been l o c a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d e a r l i e r , and p o s s i b l y A u s t r o n e s i a n 
languages too. 
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p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s , t h e n o r t h arm and t h e s o u t h w e s t 
p e n i n s u l a , appear not o n l y a s "human g e o g r a p h i c a l i s l a n d s " 
s e p a r a t e d by t h e main body of S u l a w e s i ( F i g u r e 1 - 3 ) , but a l s o 
as l i n g u i s t i c i s l a n d s . I n d e e d t h e g e n e t i c a f f i n i t i e s o f t h e 
languages on S u l a w e s i ' s n o r t h arm a r e w i t h t h e P h i l i p p i n e s 
(Sneddon, 1989); t h e w i d e r g e n e t i c a f f i n i t i e s o f t h e South 
Sulawesi s t o c k a r e unknown but need not be w i t h t h e c e n t r a l 
S u l a w e s i s t o c k (Appendix A, s e c t i o n A . 5 ) . 

The o v e r a l l c o n g r u i t y between l i n g u i s t i c d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n 
and human g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n s t r a i n t s , c o m p l i c a t e d somewhat by 
the long-term h i s t o r i c a l t r a j e c t o r i e s o f t h e e t h n i c groups 
i n v o l v e d , emerges p a r t i c u l a r l y c l e a r l y when S o u t h S u l a w e s i i s 
examined i n d e t a i l (Appendix A ) . F o r i n s t a n c e , a 
t w o - d i m e n s i o n s a l s c a t t e r g r a m b a s e d on t h e l e x i c o s t a t i s t i c a l 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s of t h e 40 l a n g u a g e s and d i a l e c t s compared 
by Grimes and Grimes (1987) p r o d u c e s a c o n f i g u r a t i o n upon 
which a map of South S u l a w e s i , a l b e i t a c o n t o r t e d one, c a n be 
f i t t e d ( F i g u r e A - 2 ) . Some of t h e d i s t o r t i o n s r e f l e c t s p e c i f i c 
h i s t o r i c a l - c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s , but most of t h e 
d i s t o r t i o n s r e f l e c t a c o n t r a c t i o n o f l e x i c a l d i f f e r e n t a t i o n 
(compared t o g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t a n c e ) i n d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d 
a r e a s , and on t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e c o i n , e x a g g e r a t e d l e x i c a l 
d i f f e r e n t a t i o n i n l i g h t l y p o p u l a t e d a r e a s . 

South S u l a w e s i ' s u b i q u i t o u s l i n g u i s t i c c h a i n i n g , w h i c h 
Grimes and G r i m e s (1987) found, i s an e x p e c t a b l e outcome, and 
c o n t r a s t s w i t h t h e s u r p r i s i n g l y d i v e r g e n t s t a t u s o f t h e 
Makassar l a n g u a g e s . L e x i c o s t a t i s t i c a l l y M a kassar d i v e r g e s 
f u r t h e r from t h e o t h e r l a n g u a g e s b e l o n g i n g t o t h e "South 
S u l a w e s i s t o c k " t h a n e i t h e r Wotu o r L a i y o l o ("Muna-Buton 
s t o c k " ) do, s u c h t h a t a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e 
c r i t e r i a of G r i m e s and G r i m e s would c o n s i g n Makassar t o i t s 
own s t o c k ( F i g u r e 1-5, l a r g e r map). T h i s l e x i c a l a b e r r a n c e 
cannot be a t t r i b u t e d t o b o r r o w i n g from o r a s u b s t r a t u m 
p r e s e n c e o f any o t h e r l a n g u a g e s y e t compared, e i t h e r t h e 
C e n t r a l S u l a w e s i l a n g u a g e s ( p a c e M i l l s , 1975a:513-514), Wotu, 
L a i y o l o ( e . g . F i g u r e A - 3 ) , o r I n d o n e s i a n ( s e e F i g u r e A-4 and 
t h e a s s o c i a t e d d i s c u s s i o n ) . Moreover, t h e q u a l i t a t i v e 
l i n g u i s t i c c o m p a r i s o n s t o o i d e n t i f y M akassar a s t h e o u t l i e r 
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among t h e l a n g u a g e s p l a c e d i n t h e S o u t h S u l a w e s i group 
( M i l l s , 1975a; S i r k , 1 9 8 9 ) . 

On c u r r e n t e v i d e n c e , t h e g e n e r a l a b e r r a n c e o f t h e Makassar 
languages i s b e s t e x p l a i n e d by an e a r l y d i v e r g e n c e from t h e 
main l i n e of d e s c e n t o f t h e S o u t h S u l a w e s i language group. As 
e x p l a i n e d i n Appendix A, t h e "homeland" o f t h e South S u l a w e s i 
languages would t h u s be most p a r s i m o n i o u s l y l o c a t e d e i t h e r 
w i t h i n t h e c e n t r e - s o u t h o f t h e p e n i n s u l a , where B u g i s now 
p r e v a i l s , o r b e t t e r y e t a l o n g t h e Makassar-dominated s o u t h 
c o a s t . The l a t t e r l o c a t i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r would match t h e 
t r e n d t o w a r d s lower p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s a s we move from t h e 
p e n i n s u l a ' s s o u t h c o a s t t o t h e " N o r t h e r n C e n t r a l H i g h l a n d s " , 
f i t t i n g a model o f p o p u l a t i o n b u i l d u p and c o l o n i s a t i o n of new 
t e r r i t o r i e s d u r i n g a s o u t h - t o - n o r t h e x p a n s i o n of t h e South 
S u l a w e s i l a n g u a g e s . I f we e q u a t e S o u t h S u l a w e s i ' s 
c o l o n i s a t i o n by A u s t r o n e s i a n s p e a k e r s w i t h t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e 
" N e o l i t h i c " , t h e n t h e r e l e v a n t datum would be t h e i n i t i a l 
a p p earance of p o t t e r y i n t h e Leang-Leang s i t e s i n Kabupaten 
Maros s h o r t l y a f t e r 3500 BP ( B u l b e c k , i n p r e p . a ) . T h i s 
s c e n a r i o would a l l o w a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h r e e t h o u s a n d y e a r s f o r 
( i ) t h e n o r t h w a r d s e x p a n s i o n o f t h e S o u t h S u l a w e s i l a n g u a g e s ; 
( i i ) t he d i v e r g e n c e of t h e Makassar stem and t h e e x p a n s i o n of 
th e Makassar l a n g u a g e s w i t h i n an a r e a c u t o f f from 
developments f u r t h e r n o r t h by t h e h i g h e s t m o u n t a i n s of t h e 
w e s t e r n c o r d i l l e r a ( F i g u r e 1 - 4 ) ; and ( i i i ) t h e t i m e d e p t h o f 
the d i r e c t l i n g u i s t i c a n c e s t o r s of Makassar and B u g i s w i t h i n 
t h e g e n e r a l a r e a o f t h e i r p r e s e n t d i s t r i b u t i o n . ' ' 

1.4 A G e n e r a l P e r s p e c t i v e 

While a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s have n o t a g r e e d on any s i n g l e 
d e f i n i t i o n of what c o n s t i t u t e s a s t a t e ( e . g . Fagan, 
1 9 8 9 : 3 7 6 - 3 9 5 ) , by a l l a c c o u n t s g r e a t e r Gowa was a 
f u l l y - f l e d g e d " e a r l y s t a t e " by around 1600 ( 1 3 . 3 . 5 ) . Makassar 
(Photo 1-1) s e r v e d a s t h e l a r g e s t emporium i n t h e e a s t e r n 
a r c h i p e l a g o f o r t h e r e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p r i m a r y p r o d u c t s (most 

^ ^rj:^^ Y)9T5a, 1 9 7 5 b ) p l a c e s t h e "homeland" of t h e South 
S u l a w e s i l a n g u a g e s a t t h e mouth of t h e Sakdan r i v e r , and 
adumbrates a complex m i g r a t o r y s c e n a r i o of t r u l y e p i c 
p r o p o r t i o n s . T h i s view i s not t e n a b l e ( A . 7 ) . 



n o t a b l y s p i c e s ) and s l a v e s t o t h e we s t , a s w e l l a s t h e 
exchange o f m a n u f a c t u r e d i t e m s s u c h a s C h i n e s e goods, Mexican 
s i l v e r and I n d i a n c l o t h - F o l l o w i n g t h e i n i t i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
of a Malay c o l o n y i n t h e mid-16th c e n t u r y , P o r t u g u e s e t r a d e r s 
began t o f r e q u e n t t h e c i t y a f t e r 1600, f o l l o w e d by t h e 
E n g l i s h i n 1613, Danes i n 1618, C h i n e s e i n 1619, Frenchmen i n 
1622, and by t h e 1650s a permanent agent from t h e s o u t h 
I n d i a n s t a t e o f Golconda ( R e i d , 1 9 8 7 ) . Between t h e 1630s and 
1660s Makassar r a n k e d a s one of t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t c i t i e s 
w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n o f around 100,000 r e s i d e n t s ( R e i d , 1983b). 
F o l l o w i n g t h e " I s l a m i c w a r s " i n t h e e a r l y 1 7 t h c e n t u r y , when 
g r e a t e r Gowa f o r c e f u l l y I s l a m i s e d t h e B u g i s kingdoms s o u t h of 
Luwuk ( P e l r a s , 1 9 8 5 ) , t h e e n t i r e S o u t h S u l a w e s i p e n i n s u l a 
f e l l under g r e a t e r Gowa's s u z e r a i n t y (Andaya, 1981; R e i d , 
1 9 8 3 a ) . 

F a r from m o n o p o l i s i n g t h e d i r e c t a c q u i s i t i o n o f e a s t e r n 
I n d o n e s i a n p r o d u c t s , g r e a t e r Gowa s p e c i f i c a l l y p r o t e c t e d 
t h o s e t r a d e r s who d e f i e d t h e e f f o r t s by t h e Dutch E a s t I n d i a 
Company (VOC) t o mo n o p o l i s e t h e s p i c e t r a d e . The c o n f l i c t was 
u l t i m a t e l y r e s o l v e d i n f a v o u r o f t h e Dutch, d u r i n g t h e 1667 
Makassar War, when t h e Dutch n a v a l commander C o r n e l l s 
Speelman b e s i e g e d and o c c u p i e d M a k a s s a r w i t h t h e a i d o f 
g r e a t e r Gowa's I n d o n e s i a n enemies (Andaya, 1 9 8 1 ) . E v e n a f t e r 
t h e war had i n i t i a l l y s e n t Makassar i n t o d e c l i n e ( G e r v a i s e , 
1688), t h e e n t r e p d t r e m a i n e d t h e " c a p i t a l " of t h e p e n i n s u l a 
i n t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l dominance o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e p a r t i e s 
c l o s e l y c o r r e s p o n d e d t o t h e i r s h a r e i n t h e e n t r e p d t ' s 
o p e r a t i o n s ( B u l b e c k , 1 9 9 0 ; Noorduyn, 1 9 8 7 a ) . 

I n r e c e n t h i s t o r y and today, t h e B u g i s have o u t s h o n e t h e 
Makassar i n t h e a b i l i t y t o c o l o n i s e new l a n d s and economic 
n i c h e s on t h e b a s i s o f complex, l o n g - d i s t a n c e n e t w o r k s ( e . g . 
L i n e t o n , 1975; A c c i a o l i , 1 9 8 9 ) . But t h e a b i l i t y i s a l s o 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e Makassar, a s e x e m p l i f i e d by t h e h i s t o r y 
of t h e Makassar t r e p a n g e r s i n n o r t h e r n A u s t r a l i a (Macknight, 
1 9 7 6 ) . S i m i l a r l y , a s t a t i s t i c a l s t u d y o f c u l t u r a l r e p e r t o i r e 
j o i n s t h e B u g i s and Makassar, a l o n g s i d e some w e s t e r n and 
c e n t r a l I n d o n e s i a n g r o u p s ( J a v a n e s e , B a l i n e s e , B a t a k ) , i n t o a 
" S o u t h e a s t A s i a n High C u l t u r e S e c t i o n " ( O b a y a s h i , 1987) which 
i n c l u d e s , i n t e r a l i a , V i e t n a m e s e , Sundanese, Acehnese, 



Cambodians and H i n a h a s a n s . T o r a j a - S a k d a n , w h i c h h a s a c l o s e r 
l i n g u i s t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h B u g i s t h a n Makassar does, on t h e 
o t h e r hand f a l l s i n t o a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t c l u s t e r , t h e 
" S o u t h e a s t A s i a n C e r e a l H o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s Subgroup" 
( O b a y a s h i , 1 9 8 7 ) . The c u l t u r a l o r i e n t a t i o n o f B u g i s and 
Makassar towards l a r g e - s c a l e s o c i e t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e of 
the w e s t e r n a r c h i p e l a g o , i n d i c a t e s t h e op e n n e s s of t h e B u g i s 
and Makassar s o c i a l s y s t e m s t o r e c e i v e and i n t e g r a t e complex 
s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and advanced t e c h n o l o g y . Thus, 
" p r o t o h i s t o r i c a l " and h i s t o r i c a l s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t s have 
brought t h e B u g i s and Makassar i n t o a s i n g l e k o i n ^ , and made 
th e South S u l a w e s i p e n i n s u l a an o u t p o s t of " I n n e r " I n d o n e s i a 
i n e a s t e r n I n d o n e s i a ( 1 . 2 ) . 

The development of complex s o c i e t i e s i n t h e p e n i n s u l a , and 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of i t s f i r s t s t a t e (Gowa) s p e c i f i c a l l y 
among t h e Makassar, t o t a l l y f i t s t h e g e n e r a l p e r s p e c t i v e s 
d e v e l o p e d h e r e . The e n t i r e p e n i n s u l a s t a n d s out a s an a r e a o f 
u n u s u a l l y dense p o p u l a t i o n by t h e s t a n d a r d s o f "Outer 
I n d o n e s i a " , and t h i s p o r t r a i t of t h e p e n i n s u l a c a n be found 
i n t h e e a r l i e s t E u r o p e a n o v e r v i e w s ( G e r v a i s e , 1688; t h e 1693 
map of S o u t h S u l a w e s i [Andaya, 1981: Map 9 ] ; F o r r e s t , 
1 7 9 2 : 7 2 f f . ) . W h i l e t h e f i v e m i l l i o n B u g i s i n S o u t h S u l a w e s i 
today outnumber t h e two m i l l i o n s p e a k e r s o f Makassar 
l a n g u a g e s ( M a t t u l a d a , 1982b), t h i s r e f l e c t s t h e much g r e a t e r 
a r e a o c c u p i e d by t h e B u g i s , a t p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t i e s below 
t h o s e of t h e M a k a s s a r . The u l t i m a t e f o u n d a t i o n s o f g r e a t e r 
Gowa would appear t o have been b u i l t on a l o c a l p r e s e n c e of 
Makassar l a n g u a g e s e s t a b l i s h e d by 3000 y e a r s b e f o r e h a n d . The 
more immediate f o u n d a t i o n s c a n be t r a c e d t o t h e r i s e o f South 
S u l a w e s i ' s f i r s t h i s t o r i c a l kingdoms by a t l e a s t t h e 1 3 t h 
c e n t u r y AD ( 1 3 . 4 ) . 
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Photo 1-1. 
Makassar, c.1638. P a r t of t h e c o l l e c t i o n of c o l o u r e d maps 
c a l l e d t h e Secret At J a s o f t h e E a s t I n d i a Company, drawn 
C.1670 from s k e t c h e s and d e s c r i p t i o n s brought back by VOC 
s h i p s , and h e l d by t h e O s t e r r e i c h i s c h e N a t i o n a l b i b l i o t h e k 

B i l d - A r c h i v und P o r t r i t - S a m m l u n g . Photograph by Anthony Reid. 

A. Somba Opu f o r t r e s s . 

B. The r o y a l p a l a c e , s t a n d i n g on m a s s i v e wooden p i l l a r s , 
w i t h a c o v e r e d e n t r a n c e s t a i r w a y . 

c. Another p a l a c e . 

D, The r o y a l s t o r e h o u s e s . 

E. The r o y a l mosque. 

F. The P o r t u g u e s e q u a r t e r . 

G. The G u j e r a t i q u a r t e r . 

H. The D a n i s h f a c t o r y , p r e v i o u s l y o c c u p i e d by t h e Dutch. 

L. The E n g l i s h f a c t o r y . 

M. The g r e a t market. 

0, The new market. 

P. A f i n e r i v e r , n a v i g a b l e by s h i p s ( t h e main G a r a s s i k 
mouth, r i g h t of t h e p h o t o g r a p h ) . 

R. A r i v e r on t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e r o y a l p a l a c e w i t h 
two t o f o u r v o e t e n ( a r o u n d one m e t r e ) o f w a t e r . 

Photo 1-2. 
A u s s a t ' s L a n d s a t image of t h e South S u l a w e s i p e n i n s u l a 

( o r i g i n a l s c a l e 1 : 2 5 0 k ) . Note t h e two a r c h e d c o r d i l l e r a s of 
v o l c a n i c s and u p l i f t e d m arine s e d i m e n t s , e n c l o s i n g the 

Walanae graben which ends i n t h e Tempe d e p r e s s i o n , w h i l e the 
Sungai Walanae i t s e l f c o n t i n u e s e a s t w a r d s a s t h e Sungai 
Cenrana. The Sungai J e k n e k b e r a n g a p p e a r s a t b o t t o m - l e f t . 
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