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CHAPTER 8. ANAK GOWA ("CHILD OF GOWA")

8.1 The Anak Gowa Cluster

The Anak Gowa sites adhere closely to the Sungai Anak Gowa,
especially in spatial analyses 6-1 and 6-3 where sites were
allowed to cluster across the Jeknekberang.' Benteng
(Fortress) Anak Gowa stands out as the key site from its
position at the centre of the cluster (Figure 6-15). Compared
to the Gowa heartland, population densities along the Anak
Gowa apparently remained low, as indicated not only by the
lower density of "site" (Figure 6-15c) but also by the type
of site - burial areas comparatively free of traces of :
occupation such as post-Ming tradewares (Figures 8-3 and 8-4)
and earthenware sherdage (Appendix D).

The modern Anak Gowa originates within coastal alluvial
plain, but it is linked to the Jeknekberang by two remnant
channel features (Figure 6-2a). This strongly suggests that
some ancestor of the Sungai Garassik (Jeknekberang) had once
followed a course along the Anak Gowa before debouching.
Because the Anak Gowa shows no signs of ever having been a
major river, any such situation would have prevailed before
the Garassik had stolen the Gumanti headwaters, i.e. before
1693 (5.4.3). More precisely, it would have prevailed during
the 16th century according to my interpretation of the MCKGBM
sites (7.3.6) and according to my interpretation of Benteng
Anak Gowa (8.2.1).

The very sharp drop in the cluster's share of 16th century
tradeware pieces compared to its share of earlier pieces
(Figure 8-3) might suggest that the lower Garassik no longer
followed the Anak Gowa by the 16th century, if we accept the
argument that lower levels of local fresh water discharge
would have resulted in decreased local prosperity and hence
relatively fewer tradewares. However, the comparative lack of
16th and 17th century pieces can probably be more directly
attributed to the rise of powerful palace centres elsewhere

1

Even Bonto Tangnga Utara, the northernmost site in the
cluster in these analyses, flanks the Anak Gowa in the sense
that it is enclosed within a relic meander west of Benteng
Anak Gowa (Figure 6-2a: Photo 8-9).
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The sloping surface to the top of the extant wall is
gentler from the inside than from the outside. If we assume
that the oblique faces reflect slumping of the parapet, we
would reconstruct an internal clay ledge around 1.5 metres
above the inside ground surface, and an external clay ledge
almost twice that height above the outside ground surface
(Figure 8-2). Interpretation of the external ledge is not
fully clear, but if the fort had been built before muskets
became an integral part of local warfare, and if the ledge
had supported bamboos or other protective vegetation, it
might have allowed defenders to confront combatants directly
from a raised vantage.

The wall stands higher above the external than the
internal ground level around the whole fort, suggesting that
the silt and clay used in the walls had been mainly quarried
immediately outside the wall. Both types of earth are locally
present. My soil test in a fresh looter's hole identified the
top 50 cm as compact silty clay, and the bottom metre as a
loose and moist, clayey silt.+

The construction of a single, central line of bricks at
Anak Gowa recalls Benteng Tua's central brick-walls prior to
the addition of lateral brick-walls (Figure 6-10). Brick
measurements clinch the comparison by showing that the Anak
Gowa bricks are not only as large as the Benteng Tua
central-wall bricks but indeed slightly larger at a high

TABLE 8-1. MEASUREMENTS OF THE ANAK GOWA BRICKS

Station Length Breadth Thickness

n x SD n x SD o x SD
I (4) 44.75 + 0.8 (10) 21.0 + 0.9 15y~ 854 =5% 0.7
II (1) 417 (9) 22.6 + 0.65 (10) 8.25 + 0.4
III - (6) 19.7 + 1.1 (6) 6.7 + 0.2
IV (4) 42.75 + 1.9 (6) 2%:7-+13:7 (10) 6.75 + 0.4
v - (9) 24.0 + 0.8 (9) 8.0 + 0.0
Total (9) 44.1 + 1.95 (40) 21.9 + 1.8 (50) 7.75 + 0.9
Ranges (41-47) (18-26) (6-9.5)

t = 3.3 (p<0.001) t = 4.2 (p<0.0005) t = 5.0 (p<0.0005)
(One-tailed Student's t-tests comparing the total Anak Gowa
sample with Benteng Tua's total central-wall brick sample.)

* The soil was slightly acidic, with a pH of 6, at both
horizons.
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looted.”? SSPHAP's survey recovered a quite unusual sample of
tradewares (Photos 8-3 to 8-6). When standardised they
indicate a dip between 1500 and 1650 if we use the fine
classes (Figure 8-3), and a dip between 1600 and 1700 if we
use the broad classes (Figure 8-4).% The latter might be
preferable because the sample is small (5.6.2). In either
case, use of the site appears to have stopped when
Tunipalangga built the fortress for Kg Anak Gowa as a
prince's palace - a scaled-down version of Benteng Tua - as
the name "child of Gowa" rather suggests. Tunipalangga might
have commenced building in anticipation of his son's
incumbency when his son was still alive. Yet again, if Kg
Anak Gowa had already died or was near death, Tunipalangga
might have built the fort as a mausoleum to assuage his
grief. If Karaeng Anak Gowa had been buried here, it
presumably would have occurred at the centre of the fort
where a saukang now stands (Photo 8-7).

However, interpreting the fort solely as a prince's
palace might not fully explain its central position within
the Anak Gowa site cluster (Figure 6-15). The fort's
apparently strategic siting, when set against the lack of
evidence for its use, suggests it had been built as a
defehsive retreat for the surrounding communities.® Such an
interpretation would accord with a mid-16th century
construction date, because by then Polombangkeng (Bajeng) to
Gowa's immediate south constituted a palpable if dwindling
threat (4.5). As well as sheltering the communities along the
Sungai Anak Gowa in the eventuality of an overland attack
from the south, the fort would have been strategically
located to prevent a deeper offensive towards Benteng Tua,
especially if the lower Sungai Garassik had then followed the
course of the Anak Gowa. This line of interpretation

adequately explains the Anak Gowa "enigma", even if the fort

7 Presumably this had occurred near the fort's eastern
bastion where there are some remnant holes and a graveyard
with old cement markers enclosing stones at head and foot
(Table F-5).

8 Nurhadi et al. (1980:13) also report having collected four
"Ming" pieces at Benteng Anak Gowa.

2 I am grateful to Ken Heffernan for pointing out this
interpretation.
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and iron weapons. The only tradeware piece we recorded was
European.

Like Makam Jingarak, and indeed like Benteng Anak Gowa,
Bonto Tangnga Utara suggests a precolonial pattern of small
to medium-sized burial areas serving a dispersed population
whose traces of occupation, such as earthenware sherdage, are
all but absent from the graveyard environs. This pattern
reinforces the other evidence that Benteng Anak Gowa, in
stark contrast to Benteng Tua, had no ongoing administrative

function.

8.3 Kanjilo-Tangallak (Gowa 6)

To the immediate west of the Anak Gowa group, at the junctibn
of the Anak Gowa and Tangallak rivers, lies the KKKKK group
(Figure 6-15). It is associated with the historical toponyms
Kanjilo and Tangallak. Kanjilo makes an early 16th century
appearance in the records as the karaengship of the woman who
married Tunilabu ri Suriwa, Tallok's second raja, in Garassik
(ST:6; Figure 4-6). At this time Tallok controlled Garassik
and, as the circumstances of the marriage suggest, Kanjilo
too (13.3.3). There are no references to Kanjilo in the
mid-16th century, i.e. the interval of Anak Gowa's brief
appearance in the texts. In the late 16th century Kanjilo was
the karaengship of Tunijallok's daughter, Tuniawanga ri
Kalassakana. Very late in the century she married Kg Kanjilo,
as the teenage Abdullah was named before ascending the Tallok
throne (SG:43; ST:14-15). I interpret the couple's joint
karaengship over Kanjilo as marking the transfer of authority
over Kanjilo from Gowa to Tallok. Subsequently, Kanjilo was
Mudhaffar's karaengship before he ascended the Tallok throne
(ST:20), while Tangallak was the karaengship of Mudhaffar's
daughter Sitti Maradiah who lived between 1615 and 1661
(ST:26; LB:88,125). Later in the 17th century Tallok's Abdul
Kadir (born 1666) received Kanjilo as his karaengship (cf.
Patunru, 1983:155). Thus Kanjilo was essentially a Tallok
karaengship, except during Gowa's main period of territorial
expansion during the middle to late 16th century (13.3.3).

Our enquiries about antiques in Kanjilo elicited the tart

response that Kanjilo was famous for its antiques. Five
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Some light use of the area for occupation, particularly at
the margins, is indicated by the modest occurrences of "Qing
BW" and "recent" tradeware pieces (Figure 8-7) and a
generally light scatter of earthenware sherds. In the same
vein, the surface of the spoil heap from a well in zone 22
(Photo 8-19) had 138 earthenware sherds and a Pig's tooth,
the latter presumably representing the pre-Islamic diet.
Overall, however, Kanjilo's standardised chronological
histogram is a good example of the profile to be expected
from an area largely reserved for burials from the 13th-14th
centuries until Islamic times (Figure 8-3).

8.4 Tombolok (Gowa 12)

On the southern bank of the Sungai Anak Gowa lie the sites
given the fieldwork names "Makam Takbakka", "Tombolok
Selatan" and "Makam Kocci Borong", together forming the MTM
grouping (Figures 6-1, 6-2 and 6-15). Although they occur in
today's Tombolok dusun, they fell within the Sanrangang desa
when their antiques were looted some decades ago (A. Rasyid
S., pers. comm.).

Makam Takbakka, also called Makam Karaengta Jawa, occurs
in a grove of bamboos and garden trees associated with
today's kampung Tombolok. 12 markers of wood or crudely hewn
stone (Table F-5) accompany an impressive brick sepulchre
with stone nisan at head and foot (Photo 8-28; Figure 8-8).
Neither of the cemetery's alternative names necessarily
carries specific significance, Makam Takbakka recurs as a
name for old, revered graves while "Jawa", which reportedly
identifies the person's origins, is associated with two
nearby graves which almost certainly belong to 17th century
Makassar nobles (8.5). However, it is possible that "Jawa"
could be a corruption of "Balang Jawaya", in which case the
sepulchre could mark the burial of one of three Makassar
noble women who died in the 17th or the early 18th century.'4

Ten remnant looter's holes testify to looting which

'* These are Tunijallok's daughter, Sikati Kg Balang Jawaya,
who lived c.1575-1627 (SG:44; LB:90: Figure 4-9); Kg Balang
Jawaya who died in 1637 (LB:98); and Kg Lengkesek's sister
Sikra Kg Balang Jawaya who lived 1634-1721 (LB:96; Ligtvoet,
1880:199; Figure 4-13).
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Tallok's contemporary purchase over Kanjilo, the lower Sungai
Garassik apparently marked the territorial divide between
Gowa and Tallok during much of the period when Abdullah
effectively ruled greater Gowa (13.3.3)

The 63 other marked graves at the cemetery sport a variety
of stone, brick and cement markers, some including nisan of
baked clay (Table F-5; Photo 8-23). We counted seven looter's
holes, hardly enough to demonstrate successful looting of
gravegoods in the absence of pPre-Qing tradeware sherdage
(Figure 8-3) or reports of systematic looting. Hence the
cemetery might have been inaugurated with the burial of
Abdullah's stepbrother.

8.5.2 The Bontoalak site complex (Gowa 14)

Three sites were recorded in desa Bontoalak: Makam Tua
Lambengnge in kampung Bontoalak (G.14.1); and in kampung
Lambengnge (sic), Makam Karaeng Dampang (G.14.2) and Gotong
(G.14.3). The very light pPresence of sherdage on these sites
included tradewares of only Qing antiquity, as with the other
sites in the TMMLGD group (Figure 8-4). The small number of
reported antiques need not be associated with burials any
older than the terminal 16th or initial 17th century.

The first site reportedly yielded some antiques, but its
principal feature is a modern tomb on a platform laid with
three courses of old bricks (Photo 8-25). The cement
restoration inside, which encloses upright stones at north
and south (Table F-5), reportedly marks the burial of the
nenek moyang (ultimate ancestor) of Bontoalak kampung.'s

The similar modern tomb at Makam Karaeng Dampang shelters
fine masonry nisan (Photo 8-24) which parallel some of the
examples within the royal tombs at the Sultan Hasanuddin
complex (Table F-1). The buried individual, reported to be
Lambengnge's nenek moyang and a "Gowa karaeng", can probably
be identified with Karaeng Lambengi, the son of Karaeng
Lengkesek who was briefly Gowa's regent in the late 1670s
(3.5.1; LB:111,148,155,156). The identification further
suggests that "Lambengi", which reportedly had attacked Gowa

'® His name is no longer remembered, according to our
informants.
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Gowa's Sultan Mohammad Said,'® are to Kg Bontosunggu and Kg
Bungaya (LB:106,119,120,141,150; Figure 4-17). And
Hasanuddin's daughter Sunggu Bontomabassang Kg Langelok
(1656-1730) did not include a Kg Tompok Balang among her six
recorded husbands (Table 3-6).

Further elaborating these complexities, the Sungguminasa
locals on site and elsewhere informed us that Sungguminasa
("elated"”) used to be called Tompok Balang ("high place in
the swamp"). The name change implies a switch from a
low-lying setting to the well-raised aspect of the
Jeknekberang's levees. Hence it could well be related to when
the lower Sungai Garassik sought out a new channel past the
site, an event which apparently predated 1693 (8.1), and
could now be dated to at least the mid-17th century given the
use of the name "Sungguminasa" for Kta ri Sanggiringang. This
could hold true even if local tradition has spuriously
identified Sungguminasa's name change with the names of the

two 17th century Makassar nobles buried at the site.’'®

8.6 The B(2)B Group

Bontomanaik 2, as it is identified on the Dutch 1925 1:50k
land-use map, and Bonto Pakja occur in an area of sinuous
kampungs which follow old river levees (Figure 6-2b, lower
left corner). A silty soil prevailed at Bontomanaik 2 (Gowa
17) and a sandy soil at Bonto Pakja (Gowa 18), while the

8 Her 'Makassar' name is given as "I Sunggumina" in the
Makassar text and its direct translation into Indonesian
(SG:68), but this should have been "I Sungguminasa", as
indicated in the notes to the translation (SG:88) and also
noticed by Noorduyn (1985:34).

2 At least four possible solutions can be suggested which
fairly closely parallel the local notions of these two
graves. They could belong to I Sungguminasa and Kg Tompok
Balang who were not spouses. They could belong to I
Sungguminasa and one of her husbands: either Kg Bungaya,
whose title might have become confused with Kg Tompok Balang
given that these titles are coupled at Gusung (7.3.3); or Kg
Bontosunggu (1643-1726), even though he is reportedly buried
at Tallok (Chapter 14). Finally, they could belong to I
Sunggu Bontomabassung and her husband Dg Mangalliki Kg
Kaballokang (c.1652-1717), the last solution also
incorporating the nearby historical toponym of Mangallik,
although here it can be pointed out that Kg Kaballokang
appears to have been associated with Kaballokang in Benteng
Tua (6.5.6).
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